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PREFACE. 


Tue following papers have already appeared in 
The Freld Officer, a periodical circulating exclu- 
sively among Officers of The Salvation Army. I 
have consented to publish them in book form, be- 
cause I have been assured that such a book would 
be valued by many of my comrades. 

Let it be remembered that, I have here desired 
to help those whose aims are similar to my own, 
and that I have sought so to apply the truths to 
which I have referred, as to aid the simplest and 
humblest in seeking for and understanding some 
of the intensely practical lessons by which the 
Bible appeals to all, and appeals especially to 
Salvation Army Officers. 

We want more and more to exalt the Bible as 
the great guide of thought and life. Amidst the 
silly quibblings of a would-be learned age; in spite 
of the grotesque absurdities of modern unbelief, 
and the widespread neglect of God and His wisdom 
which appear on every hand, we believe in the Old 
Book. We wish only to understand what God 
wants to say to us through its words ; and, in the 
strength of ‘the Holy Ghost, to pass on to others 
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the lessons that He teaches us. We care absolutely 
nothing for discussions that are merely learned, or 
for language that the children cannot understand. 
We take up God’s Book that we may know what 
He would have us do to-day. 

There are, I have no doubt, in these pages some 
thoughts that I have gathered from others whose 
words I have heard or read. Not having set out 
to make a book, or to quote the words of any one, I 
have neither desired to claim credit for ideas that 
may have first occurred to me, nor to account for 
the origin of those which may directly or indirectly 
have been suggested tome. I have not consciously 
quoted the words of others, but I gladly acknow- 
ledge myself the debtor of all. 

To you, my dear comrades of The Salvation 
Army, I say, let the ‘ first things be first.’ If we 
believe that the world is in rebellion against God, 
and that He is relying upon us to show ourselves 
boldly on His side and to do battle for Him, we 
shall turn away from all the vain controversies 
that are, alas! often found in the religious world, 
just as certainly as we turn away from the shop 
windows of the world of fashion. 

May we live each day as if it were our last, 
and feel that nothing can excuse us from speaking 
out for God with what may be our latest breath. 


BRraMwELL Booru. 
Bannur, August, 1901. 


PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 


Bzcause I have received many assurances of 
blessings obtained through reading its pages, I am 
glad that a second edition of this little volume 
is required a few weeks after the issue of the 
first. Beyond a few verbal corrections I have 
made no alterations. 


May the Holy Spirit continue to shed His 
gracious light upon my poor words. 


BraMweEuu Booru. 


Lonpon ; November 1901. 
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I, 
The Making of Men.—I. 


And God said, Let us make man in our image, 
after owr likeness... . So God created man in his 
own image, in the image of God created he him.— 
Genesis i. 26, 27. 


Tue Bible opens with a creation. In the begin- 
ning God created the heaven and the earth, 
are the sublime words of its very first sentence. 
But, alas! immediately follows the sad announce- 
ment that this creation has in some way—we are 
not told how—been marred. The earth, says 
the next verse, was without form, and void ; and 
darkness was wpon the face of the deep. And 
then follows the story of the restoration of that 
ruined world; and we learn how God made it anew, 
pronounced it good, and finally created man to be 
its ruler. 

2. No sooner is this great work accomplished, 
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than a second disaster overtakes it. Scarcely has 
Adam left the hands of his Maker, when he falls, 
forfeits his high destiny, and spoils the greatest of 
all that Maker’s works. Again, it might be said 
that, though created in the light of innocence and 
truth and Divine beauty, all was without form, 
and void, all was confusion and darkness. This 
second story might almost be written thus :— 

In the beginning God created man in His own 
image. But by disobedience he fell, and his life 
was without God and void; and darkness was 
upon the face of his soul. 

3. And now began the third and the most 
wonderful of all the works of God-—another 
creation. Not this time in the heaven or the 
earth of the outer or material world, but in. . the 
fallen nature of man. 

Sometimes I think that this poor world will 
some day be put right; so that everything in it, 
whether animate or inanimate, with life or with- 
out it, shall be restored to the purity and perfection 
of that first Sabbath morning long ago, when God 
rested from all His work that He had made, and 
blessed it. 

But whether that will be so or not, as to created 
things in general, there can be no doubt as to God’s 
efforts to bring about the restoration of man, and 
to effect that restoration in ways and by methods 
that are very much like those which He employed 
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in the former creation. Thisis that of which Paul 
speaks when he says, ‘God, who commanded the 
light to shine out of the darkness, hath shined into. 
our hearts’; and, ‘if any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature ’—or new creation: ‘ old things have 
passed away ; behold all things have become new.’ 
The Apostle evidently means that as God began to 
work on that darkened earth after its first ruin, 
and brought in life and light and beauty, so He 
will work in the fallen soul of man, bringing back 
there light and life and beauty, until the image of 
God is restored again, and the New Man stands 
forth created afresh in righteousness, like unto the 
Second Adam. 

4, This, then, is the work of God—the making of 
men. Asit was in the beginning, so it still remains, 
the great central fact of creation. The unmeasured 
greatness, the marvellous beauty, the abundant 
plenty, the continuing life of this mighty universe, 
do not satisfy Him without man. It was all the work 
of His hands. He blessed it all, and pronounced 
it good. It has not ceased to praise Him since the 
hour when the morning stars broke the silence of 
the ages, and sang together in adoration, and it 
will praise Him to the end. But without man all 
is only a vanishing cloud before Him. He longs 
for the love of men ; He waits for their praise; He 
takes a supreme interest in them, and is still in the 


same purpose as when He spoke before the onlooking 
B2 
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hosts of celestial beings, saying: ‘Let us make 
man in our image, after our likeness.’ 

And if God so regards men, how shall we set a 
true value upon them? Ah! is it not possible to 
be satisfied—are not some of us in danger of being 
satisfied—with our world, its goings and comings, 
its workings and plannings, its news and its meet- 
ings, its joy and sorrows, its ambitions and desires 
and struggles, forgetting that without men restored 
to the image of God it is all a failure? An Army, 
a Corps, a Division, an Officer, a Campaign which 
does not make men, which does not restore them 
to the likeness, and add them to the Kingdom of 
Christ, may do many other wonderful things, but 
it is not working the great work of God. 

5. And the new creation has in it very much 
that is luke the former one. Let me put before 
you one or two of its lessons as they appear to 
me to bear upon the work of an Officer of the 
Salvation Army. 

(i.) And first, just as God was the great Worker 
in the former creation—without Him was not 
anything made that was made—so He is the great 
Worker in this later one. It is God Who saves. 

Nothing is so fatal to love, especially to love 
for the worst; nothing is so ruinous to faith, 
especially faith for ourselves, as the introduction of 
any question or quibble as to this great truth. If 
by some mysterious means we could, unseen, have 
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looked in upon the newly-created world, and gazed 
with wonder at the exquisite beauty and purity and 
harmony of Eden, and if we had then been told 
that all was incomplete without man, and that he 
was still to be made, we can easily believe that we 
should have met any proposal for making so 
wonderful a being with the single word, Without 
God ye can do nothing. And this is the true 
word for to-day. Disorder, rebellion, corruption, 
uncleanness, hatred—these are the chaotic ele- 
ments into which man has been reduced by sin. 
These, therefore, are the materials out of which 
or in spite of which we must reconstruct him, 
out of which he must be made over again. And 
without God we can do nothing. Let there be 
no uncertainty here. Whatever other people may 
think about education and civilisation, and like 
human efforts, let there be no shadow of doubt in 
any Salvation Army Officer’s mind as to the utter- 
most wselessness and hopelessness of any and 
every other remedy or palliatiwe for fallen man 
but GOD. 

You doubt it? No wonder, then, that sometimes 
you question whether this or that man can be saved. 
Your doubt, my comrade, is really not about poor 
bankrupt sinners: it is a doubt of the love and 
strength and grace of Almighty God. 

Have we, then, no part to play ? Yes! a thousand 
times, yes! We are, He expressly says, ‘ workers 
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together with Him.’ We are to have a share in 
the toil and struggle, and therefore a share in the 
glory and rewards of making men. 

This is true for others. Ours it is to gather up 
the ruins of blasted lives, and broken hearts, and 
disordered characters, and bring them to Him. 
Ours it is to warn, and persuade, and entreat the 
shipwrecked souls around us that they may be 
willing to return to God, and that they may be 
made anew. 

And if we are to work together with Him for 
others, how much more for the renewing of owr- 
selves. Without Him we can do nothing; and 
without us—I say it in reverent love—He too can 
do nothing. He must work in us according to His 
Divine power ; but we must also work out our own 
salvation. It is ours to ask; it is His to give. It 
is ours to bear; itis His to bless. It is ours to 
deny; it is His to bestow. It is ours to humble; 
and, blessed be God, it is His to exalt. It is ours 
to believe; it is His to save. It is ours to suffer, 
while it is His to reward. Are you, my comrade, 
thus working with Him till the new creation is 
complete in you? 

(ii.) And the Lord God formed man of the 
dust of the ground. 

Dust! If one had searched the whole sphere 
of existence, could there have been found anything 
more unlikely, more unpromising, out of which to 
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produce so noble a result? Science, so called, 
has never ceased to protest against such an igno- 
minious fact, preferring in its blindness to. trace 
man’s descent from any and every other 
imaginable thing than from a piece of clay 
—a handful of dirt! But that the Lord God 
might be glorified, that He might show forth 
His power, that none might share the honour 
with Him, He took dust, and made man. 

Ah! what a lesson is written here for me, 
and for you, my comrades. It is still from 
amongst the degraded dust—from the ashes of 
wasted lives, from the perished souls which have 
lost their savour, and that seem good for nothing 
but to be trodden under foot of men—from the 
drunkards and the Magdalens, from the liars and 
the idolaters and the unclean—yes, indeed, from 
the dust—that we are called to gather in the 
material that He will change into ‘a new creation.’ 

From the dust! Well, then, are you doing 
this? Are you content to do it? Are you, like 
your Lord, ‘condescending to men of low estate ’? 
Are you seeking amongst the worst for the material 
out of which is to come the new man in Christ 
Jesus? Are you seeking for the dust to which 
God will again speak those wonderful words: Let 
us make man in our image? If not, you cannot 
be a true co-worker with Him—you cannot be a 
true Salvationist. 
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(iii.) But here we have not only a refererice to 
the Maker, and to the material out of which His 
works are wrought, but—and, perhaps, this is the 
most important thought in this passage—here is 
also a description of the pattern. ‘Let us,’ He 
says, ‘make man in our image, after our ike- 
Ness.” ; 

Here are many lessons—the forethought of 
God; His consideration and selection of the 
design by which to guide Himself; the unwavering 
declaration of His purpose; the evidence of con- 
fidence in His own power to complete the work, 
the ability to accomplish which may not even 
be questioned. Suggestions of these and other 
gracious lessons may be discovered in these words 
by those whose eyes have been opened. But 
it is the pattern I am thinking of just now. For 
this is the complete view of God’s great work ; 
it is the making of men, in His own image— 
the restoration of the dismantled temple, and that 
to the likeness of its Maker. What does it all 
mean ? I cannot tell! I can only see dimly some 
of the beginnings of His purposes. 

To be in the likeness of God, must mean to have 
the everlasting approval of God. You cannot 
even think of God as though He did not approve 
Himself. His acts are good, He doeth all things 
well; all His ways are right—as for God, His 
ways are perfect. From everlasting to everlasting 
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He has the unwavering approval of His own 
nature, and to be restored to His image means 
that, sooner or later, by His grace, men shall be 
restored also to His favour, to His entire approval, 
without which there is neither real happiness nor 
true progress nor moral power. 

You do not need me to point out the alternative 
to the everlasting approval of God. It is His ever- 
lasting disapproval; the eternal darkness of those 
who will not come unto Him, that they might be 
renewed by the Holy Ghost. 

To restore them to the image of God means 
also to bring men to will what He wills. Thus 
restored they will do His will on earth as it 
is done in heaven. ‘Then, instead of separation 
and contention between men and God, there will 
be submission and harmony and union. 

And to be renewed again in His likeness means 
to be made perfect im love—to love supremely 
what He loves, and to hate supremely what He 
hates. That is the law of love, and the law of 
heaven; just as to hate what He loves and to 
love what He hates is the law of self, and the rule 
of hell. 

Now is this the pattern by which, and towards 
which, you are working in the souls of men? Or 
are you working to some other design, and building 
upon some other foundation? Are you trying to 
make men happy without making them good; or 
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trying to make them good soldiers without first 
making them true to God; or trying to make them 
love Him supremely, without their first giving up 
this present world ? 

Oh! remember the pattern! The true, the 
enduring, the well-rewarded work must be after the 
pattern. The rest,in the day when every man’s 
work is to be tried, will burn like wood, and hay, 
and stubble. It will be your work in the moulding 
and fashioning of human character into His like- 
ness that alone will endure. 

Do you say that this is hard work? J know it 
ts / All lasting work is difficult. Indeed, I know 
of no other way by which to accomplish what will 
endure but the way of toil and conflict. The 
making of railways, or telegraphs, or engines, or 
ships of war, difficult as it is, is a trifling task— 
nay, the making of a world is a comparatively 
small matter—when compared with the making 
of man. But, then, they will all wax old like a 
garment, and vanish away like a cloud, while men 
must endure for ever. 

Do not be discouraged, then, even though you 
see few thus restored. Consider what mighty conse- 
quences have flowed from the making of that one 
man and woman in the Garden of Eden. Do we 
regard that as any less a great work, because they 
were only two? When you are in a small Corps, 
when your opportunities seem to be limited, when 
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the rewards of your labours are few and far between, 
and you are tempted to repine as you reflect that 
the results expressed in the figures are so small, be 
of good cheer, if only the work you do accomplish 
in the souls of men is done by the Divine Power, 
and according to the Divine Pattern. 
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II. 
The Making of Men.—II. 


And God said, Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness. . . . So God created man; . . . male 
and female created he them. And God blessed them, 
and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and 
replenish the earth, and subdue it.— Genesis 1. 26, 27, 28. 


As we have seen, the making of men who shall 
exhibit His image and be made partakers of His 
nature is still the great work of God, and it is 
work in which we are called to co-operate with 
Him. The subject is one which has special attrac- 
tions for Officers, whatever rank they may hold ; 
indeed, it is one of far-reaching importance to 
all those who desire to see men restored to God 
and enabled to keep His commandments. I will 
pursue it a little further. I do so the more 
readily because thinking about it has been a 
blessing and encouragement to my own soul. If 
its lessons have been apparent to me before, they 
have not yielded those fuller rewards which have 
followed a closer and more attentive consideration. 

And this suggests an important thought with 
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regard to much that is contained in the Bible. No 
matter how simple or obvious a truth may seem, 
or how apparent may be its uses, it is often quite 
impossible to extract full measure from it, or even 
to fully understand its meaning, until we have 
taken it and used it, and applied it to ourselves. 
Just as many things in nature standing ready and 
complete for our use are yet useless until we grasp 
them, and, working at them, make them our own; 
so much of the teaching of the Scriptures and many 
facts of God’s dealings with men are of little real 
service to us until, in a similar way, we have taken 
hold of them for ourselves, examined and prayed 
about them, and applied them to the wants and 
wounds of our own hearts. 

The corn, for instance, hangs ripe and pure 
upon the stalk, a perfect fruit of the earth ; and yet 
to make full use of it we need to seize it, to thresh 
and crush it, to convert it into flour and dough, 
and subject it to a violent heat; and even then we 
must masticate and digest it for ourselves. When 
this has all been done, and not before, we find it 
useful to sustain us in strength and health and 
life. 

It is the same with much of the most precious 
of the grain from the harvest fields of truth. 
Beautiful and valuable as it always is, it is only 
when we have studied it for ourselves, taken the 
trouble to thresh it out from the incident or history 
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in which God has placed it, and, above all, have 
fearlessly applied it as a test to our own conduct 
and character, that we get out of it the strength 
and life and light that it is intended to give. 

But I must come back to our topic, the making 
of men. 

1. In the creation of Adam and Eve, God was 
also providing means for making the whole family 
of men. To our first parents, and through them 
to their children and their children’s children, He 
gave those powers and instincts both of mind and 
body which were necessary to the reproduction of 
their kind. Year by year, as sure as seed-time 
and harvest, while the world shall stand, one 
family of men will produce another, and that one 
another ; one generation will bring into being the 
next, and so on until the end of time. This was 
God’s plan for the perpetuation of the human race. 
In Eden He not only called into being a man, but 
arace of men; and, beginning with the first created 
pair, He condescended to provide for the help and 
to require the co-operation of the individual 
members of that race in the achievement of His 
purpose. 

And His scheme of a new creation is arranged 
on a similar plan. He will work to the uttermost 
for the salvation of men; but His energies stand 
waiting for the action of our faith and love, and 
come into play only as we work. The com- 
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mand to His sons and daughters of to-day, ‘Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to 
every creature,’ is in the same strain as the old 
word which bade the first human pair, ‘ Multiply, 
and replenish the earth, and subdue it.’ By our 
union with Christ we are to beget children unto 
the Spirit. So St. Paul, when writing to the 
Corinthians, said, ‘For in Christ Jesus I have 
begotten you through the Gospel ;’ and of another 
of his converts he wrote, ‘whom I have begotten 
in my bonds.’ 

Yes, that is it; that is what both the world 
and The Army need, mothers and fathers in God— 
men and women who will co-operate with Him in 
_ the production of a race of holy men, who will 
die rather than remain sterile and barren in the 
service of their Lord, who will stand forth in spite 
of every difficulty and devil as the makers of men. 
What this involves of labour and suffering, some of 
us already know a little, although we have not had 
such a travail as fell to Paul’s lot. ‘Though,’ he 
says, ‘ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, 
yet have ye not many fathers;’ ‘but Iam your 
father,’ he argues, telling them something of what 
that relationship means for him ; ‘ we are made a 
spectacle unto the world,’ he writes; ‘we both 
hunger and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, 
and have no certain dwelling-place ; being reviled, 
being persecuted, being defamed, being made as 
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the filth of the world, and the offscouring of all 
things.’ 

Ah! when men and women receive that spirit, 
and abide in it, then, and not till then, they shall 
become fathers and mothers in Israel, and co- 
operators with the Creator in the work of restoring 
men to His image and likeness. 

2. But there was, at least, one momentous 
difference between the creating work of God in 
Adam and Eve and the work to be done through 
them and their descendants in the reproduction of 
the race. These two came from the Maker’s hands 
perfect and entire, and lacking nothing. Every- 
thing that was needed of beauty and strength, of 
intelligence, of harmony, of purity, was there. 
Adam was, indeed, a fit lord of all created things, 
and Eve was meet in mind and body to be his 
companion and helpmeet. How different was this 
to the helpless condition of infancy in which the 
rest of the human family is appointed to commence 
existence! For strength, weakness ; in place of re- 
sponsible self-reliance, abject dependence ; instead 
of the wisdom and intelligence of the man, the 
ignorance and innocence of the babe. 

How wonderful are God’s ways! Man is not 
only to co-operate with Him in continuing the race, 
and peopling the earth with his kindred, but is 
also to share with Him the work of preserving, 
training, and moulding it—to share, in fact, in all 
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that goes to the true making of his own offspring. 
And that offspring, therefore, is placed in his arms, 
made dependent on his toil, and inspired with an 
all-powerful instinct of confidence which responds 
to the affection of its parents. It may have been 
that in the cradles of an unfallen world, God had 
designed to work an even greater work than that 
which He did in Eden, and to produce, as the 
earth went forward, by the aid of mothers and 
fathers who had not lost His image, a race of men 
and women even stronger and nobler than Adam 
and Eve when first they left His hands: men 
and women who, when matured in holiness, 
should have passed—perhaps in some such way as 
Elijah passed—from the highest condition of which 
an earthly life was capable to a life still higher, if 
not Divine. 

But, whatever the world would have been had 
Adam continued in innocence, it is clear that the 
creating work to which we are called to-day runs 
on similar lines to that of long ago. God not only 
honours us by making us partners with Him in 
begetting the children of the Kingdom, but He also 
expects us to share in the great work of the Holy 
Spirit in training and teaching the hearts and 
fashioning the lives of the babes in Christ—the 
little ones of the flock of God—and so to work 
together with Him in building up their characters 
in the likeness of Christ. 
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This is work which some devoted souls amongst 
us are apt to overlook. It is not enough to bring 
children into the world. The birth is much, very 
much, towards the making of a man; but it is far 
from all. All careful parents will tell you that their © 
great anxieties and labours for their children only 
then begin. There at once arises a necessity for a 
thousand things in the way of helps to growth, and 
health, and achievement. And so with souls new 
born of the Spirit: the Mercy-Seat is only the 
beginning. The New Birth, wonderful as it is, is 
one part of all that goes to the making of the New 
Man. The young life must be fed, and it is our 
business to feed it. The child must be taught, and 
that before it understands; reproved, and that 
beforeit recognises sin ; picked up when it stumbles, 
not knowing why it stumbles; must be wept and 
prayed over, consecrated and separated to God 
alone ; and it is ours—we, who are the makers—to 
do it all. There must be a standard worth setting 
up, and an example worthy to be followed, put 
before our children in the Gospel, and we must 
provide them both. We can trace one mother’s 
slovenliness or another’s loving devotion in her 
girls. So the angels of God detect the reproduc- 
tion of our spirit in those we are set to train. 
Above all, as in the natural family, so in the 
spiritual, the children must be loved. It is an old 
saying, that you can love your way to heaven. 


THE MAKING OF MEN. 19 


It is true that you can love other people there as 
well. 

Oh! are you doing this, the daily work of the 
makers? It needs courage, but God will give it. 
It demands true patience, and God will give it. 
It needs the spirit of the Cross of Jesus, and God 
will give that also. If you have failed here in the 
past, begin right away. Unless we make men of 
GOD, all we do is a ghastly failure, and you will 
fail, we all shall fail, unless we watch and feed, 
and train and guard, and love and lead them, one 
by one. 

38. One other word. I turn for a moment, 
especially to the parents who may read these lines, 
_ who are Officers of The Salvation Army. If what 
I have said be true—and God expects of all parents 
that they work with Him in the making of their 
children into men and women after the pattern of 
their Lord—how much more does He require it of 
you, my dear comrade? The little child is the clay 
in the mother’s hands—she is the potter; it is the 
_ father’s workshop—he is the worker. In union 
with God the parents may, indeed, transform the 
tiny being into His likeness. Nothing can prevent 
at. The Word of God is sure. If they will do 
faithful work, He will work; and when He works 
who shall hinder ? ‘Come thou, and all thy house, 
into the ark,’ is still His command. Oh, let there 
be stronger faith, and more earnest effort for the 
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sanctifying of our children! They are in the 
covenant. We gave them to God before they were 
born. No sooner were they laid in our arms than 
we held them up before the Father, and offered 
them back to Him from Whom we had received — 
them, crying, ‘How shall we order the child, and 
what shall we do unto him?’ We destined them 
for His service, whether on earth or in heaven, 
by the predestination of faith. May be He has 
taken some of them to Himself, but some are 
spared to us. Shall those that remain, and in 
whom He trusted us to work with Him, be any 
the less His than those who have gone before? 
God forbid! All who are ours must also be—nay, 
shall be—His, made over again in His image, to be 
like Him for ever. ‘And I will establish my 
covenant between me and thee, and thy seed 
after thee, in their generations for an everlasting 
covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed 
after thee.’ 
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‘ai. 
Temptation I—Come Down. 


Then was Jesus led up of the spirit into the wilderness 
to be tempted of the devil. And when he had fasted 
forty days and forty mghts, he was afterward an 
hungred. And when the tempter came to him, he said, 
If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones 
be made bread. But he answered and said, It is written, 
Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. Then the 
devil taketh him wp into the holy city, and setteth him 
on a pinnacle of the temple, and saith wnto lim, If thou 
be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for «at is written, 
He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in 
their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any tume thou 
dash thy foot against a stone. Jesus said unto him, It 
is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 
Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high 
mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, 
and the glory of them; And sath unto him, All these 
things will I give thee, uf thow wilt fall down and wor- 
ship me. Then sath Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, 
Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord 
thy God, and him only shalt thow serve.—Matthew iv. 
1-10. 


Davip says that we are born in sin, and Job 
that we are born to trouble ; they might both have 
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written that we are born to Temptation. It is, 
and has from the beginning been, the common, the 
universal lot of man. Some one has pointed out 
that the forbidden tree in the Garden of Eden 
stood in the midst of the garden—stood, that is, 
where all the paths would meet, and where Adam 
and Eve must pass that tree continually in the 
discharge of their daily duty. And so it is even to 
this day. We are not now in the Garden, but 
temptation still appears in our very midst. It 
assails us where the roads meet in our lives, at the 
points we must so often pass, along the line of the 
duties that we cannot avoid. 

And we may not complain. Without tempta- 
tion we cannot know the triumph of the soul. It 
is the oft-recurring night which makes the return- 
ing day so sweet and so welcome. It is the hour 
of dangerous conflict which in due time gives the 
glory to the victor’s honours. It is out of the 
hottest fire there comes the purest metal. This is 
that of which the Apostle speaks with the instinet 
of the highest wisdom, when he bids us ‘ count it 
all joy when ye fall into divers temptations.’ 
Thus it appears that the devil himself, a roaring 
lion raging for his prey though he be, may 
actually prove to us a friend in disguise, if by his 
onslaughts we only learn to watch and to with- 
stand. Our great antagonist becomes our great 
helper. 
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It is not, however, of temptation in general 
that I propose to write at this moment. I know 
that, as Officers, we have all to face the ordinary 
trials of those who love God; but it is not of these 
so much as of the special temptations which belong 
to our positions as leaders in the Kingdom of Christ 
that I desire, my comrades, to offer some thoughts 
for your consideration. 

Naturally, it is to the experience and example 
of our Great Forerunner in the service of men that 
we turn first for light. He was tempted. What 
were the circumstances? What was the nature 
of His temptations? Did they resemble our own, 
and in what respect? How did He meet them? 
_ What was the result? Can ours be met in the 
- game way, and will they yield to us the same fruit 
if we are faithful? The wonderful passage from 
Matthew’s Gospel which I have quoted at the head 
of this paper will help us, I think, to answer some, 
if not all, of these questions. This remarkable 
experience in the life of our Master has been left 
on record expressly to teach us who are struggling 
to follow Him in labours for the salvation of the 
world how to meet and how to vanquish the foe— 
His foe as well as ours. 

And, first of all, may we not find some im- 
portant lessons even in the circumstances surround- 
ing this great conflict ? for, surely, nothing here is 
without significance. 
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1. Our Lord was alone in the wilderness. 
Satan is a cowardly enemy. He chooses for his 
onslaughts our hours of loneliness and of separa- 
tion from the happy association of all that is likely 
to support and aid us in the conflict. It was so ~ 
with our dear Master, and, as the servant is not 
above his Lord, it is often so with us. 

2. It was a time of physical weakness. Jesus 
had fasted for forty days and forty nights, and He 
was an hungred. We are not told more than this; 
but in this one fact can we not see the advantage 
that the devil secured? And has it not been 
often our strange experience also that in the time 
of physical depression, of weariness, of sickness, 
our enemy has assaulted us with suggestions which 
would have been powerless had we been well and 
strong? This also, then, our Master understands. 
Even in this He is touched with the feeling of our 
infirmity, for He was tempted in like manner and 
amid the like circumstances. 

3. This fiery trial came upon our Saviour 
immediately after a remarkable manifestation of 
the Divine favour. Just before going into the 
wilderness to be tempted, the heavens had been 
opened, and those around Him saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove, and lighting upon 
Him ; ‘and lo! a voice from heaven, saying, This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’ 

And if the Father’s love appointed so sharp a 
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contrast to the Son Himself, you need not, then, 
be surprised or cast down if your fiery trials agsail 
you after similar revelations. Rather expect that 
it be so. The moments of our highest exaltation 
are often followed by those of our deepest heavi- 
ness and humiliation. After a great blessing will 
often come a great testing. After a wonderful 
deliverance will, perhaps, come the bitterest dis- 
appointment, the most cruel blows of personal 
rebuff, bringing with them distressing appre- 
hensions and misgiving. After the open and 
acknowledged bestowal of some precious gift, the 
devil may be permitted to bring you to the most 
distressing trial of your faith and love. Be neither 
afraid nor ashamed when such trials befall you. 
This is a lesson writ large in your Lord and 
Master’s experience for your comfort and for your 
strengthening. 

4, This conflict with Satan came immediately 
before the commencement of His redeeming 
ministry. It was, we are told, directly after the 
temptation that Jesus ‘began to preach, and to 
say, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 

Here, again, is light cast upon our path. It 
has ever been a common experience of God’s 
leaders to have to meet the devil in bitter personal 
conflicts before they put forth great efforts to 
rescue the souls of men. Is it to be wondered 
at, then, that so many Officers, both Field and 
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Staff, suffer such temptation and darkness between 
their appointments? Many of them have told 
me that they have had more conflict and buffet- 
ing during the time that has elapsed between 
the receipt of their farewell instructions and the 
orders for their new appointments, than during all 
the conflicts of such appointments put together. 
It ts the devil. Do not be distressed. Do not 
fear. Do not think that you are alone in these 
trying experiences. Hold fast to duty, and follow 
your Lord. He passed in triumph that way before 
you, and you shall go forward and triumph too. 

And, now, let me come to the first assault of 
the battle itself. 

And when the tempter came to him, he said, 
If thou be the Son of God, command that these 
stones be made bread. Here was the real attack. 
It was made with great subtlety. Seizing upon 
the fact of the Saviour’s physical hunger, Satan 
based upon it an appeal to what was human in 
_ Him, and invited Him to descend from the spiritual 
to the natural, and to come down from the way of 
Self-Denial to the way of Self-Pleasing. 

‘You are weak with fasting,’ he would plead. 
‘Surely there can be no sin in taking bread. It is 
useless to carry your self-denial to extremes: take 
the matter into your own hands and make these 
stones into bread. What harm can there be in so 
doing ?’ 
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Now, is not this the great appeal of the devil to 
many Officers, especially in the early days of their 
Officership? Does he not say to them, ‘Don’t go 
too far in the path of neglecting yourself. If you 
do not take care of your own position, or future, no 
one else will. You have a right to look after your 
own interests, and a duty to choose for yourself 
when you get the opportunity.’ Or, in other 
words, he invites them to come down from the 
Cross, and save themselves; to descend from the 
heights of self-denial, to which God ealled them 
from the sheepfold or the money making, into the 
valleys of self-gratification. 

But let us look a little closer still. 

(a) It was quite possible for Jesus to make the 
stones into bread. He was the Son of God, He 
was able to do as He would with them, 

(b) And it would have been quite lawful to 
Him to have made them into bread, and then to 
have eaten of them. Ue had both the powor 
and the right, had He so willed; none could 
have challenged His action, or said Him nay, 
That was in fact the very force of the temptation. 
It was not that He was asked to attempt some 
act of rebellion or open wickedness against the 
Father, but merely to give up the self-sacrifice of 
the hour. There was nothing of sin in the hunger, 
and there would have been nothing of sin in the 
eating. 
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(c) Further, it was quite natural that Jesus 
should desire to eat. He must have been weak 
from hunger after that long-sustained fast in the 
open wilderness. His dear body in every respect 
was a human body, and the physical desire for 
food was both reasonable and natural. 

Ig not this exactly the line along: which the 
enemy still approaches many of the Lord’s best 
and bravest soldiers ? 

The self-pleasings and selfish choosings are so 
possible. The stones could so easily be made into 
something else! Satan knows it, and he suggests 
at every turn how it may be done. 

And much of the suggested self-gratification 
looks so Jawful. There is one’s health to care for. 
There is one’s mother or friends or family to 
think of. ‘There is no actual law,’ the enemy 
says to one, ‘against your choosing an easier path.’ 
To another he says, ‘Where is the sin in this 
earthly affection?’ and to another, ‘ Where is the 
wrong in that personal gain?’ ‘Others have done 
just this; why may not you ?’ 

‘And, besides,’ in our hours of deepest trial the 
devil often argues, ‘it is only reasonable and 
natural that you should do this or that. You 
cannot go on for ever on this high road of self- 
denial and nothingness. It must come to an end 
some time; let it come to an end now—do as 
others do.’ 
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Yes, it is the old attack. The very same devil 
adopting under varying disguises the very same 
tactics that he employed with our great Lord and 
Master. His reply was:—‘Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God.’ As if He had said, ‘Ah! 
it is not bread—it is not the gratification of any 
desire, no matter how powerful, or how lawful, or 
how reasonable in the eyes of men—it is not My 
own that I seek ; it is not for this, or by this, that I 
live, but by the call and purposes and promises of 
My God ; My meat is to do the will of Him that 
sent Me and to finish His work.’ 

That was His defence. That must be ours. 


30 BIBLE BATTLE-AXES. 


IV. 
Temptation I].—Give it Up. 


Then was Jesus led wp of the spirit nto the wilder- 
mess to be tempted of the devil.... Then the devil 
taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a 
pmnacle of the temple, and saith unto him, If thou be 
the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, 
He shall gwe his angels charge concerning thee: and 
im their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time 
thou dash thy foot against a stone. Jesus said unto 
him, It is written again, Thow shalt not tempt the Lord 
thy God.—Matthew iv. 1, 5-7. 


Wuat an interesting subject Temptation is! 
Side by side with the Kingdom of Righteousness 
and Light there seems to be ever a kingdom of 
darkness and evil. The one constantly assails the 
other ; and though a man may live entirely in the 
one, the shafts and shots, the influences and 
attractions of the other, are permitted to reach 
him. No matter how near the soul may dwell to 
the very Source of Holiness, or how intimate its 
union with God, it will not escape the fiery darts 
of the wicked one, nor elude the attacks of his 
malicious hate. If purity could be a preventive, 
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or holiness could avert temptation, then assuredly 
Jesus would not have been the subject of this awful 
visitation ; whereas we see here the Son of God 


- Himself assaulted by the basest forms of evil. 


This is a wonderful and a helpful fact. The 
experiences of those around us, as also of those 
who have gone on before us, have often proved the 
means of great blessing in our struggles. Much 
more may there come to us light and grace from 
this experience. Christ was tempted, tempted in 
all points, tempted like as we are, suffered being 
tempted, and yet without sin. He conquered the 
devil. God be praised! He vanquished death ; 
but that is sometimes an easy matter compared 
with conquering temptation. Many men who can 
look death in the face, and never flinch, go down, 
again and again, into the mire of the most degrad- 
ing sins, because they cannot endure when tempted 
by the devil. But our Lord met the tempter face 


‘to face, and triumphed. 


Before I proceed to consider the second part of 
the battle, I want you to review this fact for a 
moment. 

Our Lord’s trial was a real temptation. It 
was not a mere passing before His mind of words 
or forms or visions of evil. It was a real, hard, 
cruel conflict, in which He—the man, with the 
body and mind and soul of a man—had to struggle 
and wrestle, to resist, to fight, in the same way 
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that we, His followers, must, if we are to overcome. 
It was because He was human, with human 
feelings, desires, and weaknesses, that he could be 
tempted at all; and it was because He was thus 
human that victory could only be had by fighting . 
for it. The servant is as his Lord: you and I will 
also have to fight or we shall fall. 

And, then, the temptation of Jesus was a 
persistent one. The devil left no stone unturned. 
First he assailed our Lord’s bodily appetites; and, 
defeated there, he then approached the affections © 
and trust and ambitions of the soul; and when he 
failed with these then he appealed to the spirit, 
the highest part of man, that by which we com- 
mune with God and determine our own lives. It 
will often be the same with us. If one tempta- 
tion fails, the enemy will try another. Do not be 
surprised at anything! The devil will stick at 
nothing ! 

And this temptation came by the devil. 
Christ did not tempt Himself. It was the devil’s 
insinuation and suggestion, the horrible solicitation 
to do wrong, that made the agony and the conflict. 
Jesus treats the devil as the tempter all the way 
through. He calls him Satan. It is one of the strong 
advantages that Jesus had in the conflict, that He 
recognised His enemy. It will be a great strength 
to you, my comrades, to attribute to the devil at 
once the temptations which assail you. When the 
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evil thought comes to you, say to yourself, ‘ That is 
of the devil.’ Do not on any account listen to the 
twaddle which would make it appear that evil is 
nothing but an influence around you—a sort of 
disagreeable gas! It may be an influence, perhaps, 
but it proceeds direct from that old serpent, the 
devil! When you listen to the suggestions of evil 
you are really listening to him; when you yield 
to that influence you are yielding to the great 
destroyer himself. 

And do not be deceived into supposing that 
suggestions such as these which came to Jesus, 
suggestions of self-pleasing and self-seeking, can 
come from any other source than the devil. In 
your case they may, perhaps, come through some 
human agency—a kind, or wise, or very good 
man or woman; but, all the same, they are from 
the devil, who often employs the noblest men to do 
ignoble deeds. It may be quite true that he gene- 
rally appears to us as an angel of light; and 
although, therefore, we may not know him by his 
wings, and may not discern his hoof, we shall 
assuredly discover that it is none other than the 
great betrayer himself when he invites us, in the 
language of soft and tender care, to come down 
from the Way of Calvary, to throw aside the burden 
of the Oross, or to forsake the flock of God for the 
miserable business of taking care of our dear and 


valuable selves ! 
D 
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And now let us come a little closer still, and 
watch the second great assault. 

Then the devil . . . setteth him on a pinnacle 
of the temple, and saith unto him, If thou be the 
Son of God, cast thyself down : for it is written, 
He shall give his angels charge concerning thee : 
and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest 
at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 
Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 

1. Cast Thyself down. What is this but an 
invitation to leave the path of obedience, of devo- 
tion to duty, and of faithfulness to consecration, 
and to rely upon God to work such a miracle as 
will prevent the evil consequences of disobedience 
and presumption ? Satan’s boldness is even greater 
here than in the appeal to our Lord’s bodily neces- 
sity. Here he invites Him to abandon the great 
consecration which He had made, and to embark 
upon a sort of speculation, and see if the Father 
would not still sustain Him as His Son. 

The spirit of this temptation so often assails 
us, that it scarcely needs a word of mine to make 
it plain. 

‘Cast thyself down,’ Satan says to the Officer 
in all sorts of trials—give up the conflict; resign ; 
return your commission—yow can still be a child 
of God; even if you leave The Army you néed not 
leave Him—His promise will be sure— cast thyself 
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down.’ There are dark moments for us all, when 
long times of loneliness, when deep disappointment 
and depression, when wearing anxiety and distress, 
when what looks like the failure and desertion of 
others, when sickness and affliction, one or another 
of them, or perhaps all of them put together, have 
weakened our old resolution and interrupted our 
communion and our prayers. Then it is that the 
devil comes near to us as he came to our dear Lord 
and Master, and says: ‘You can’t possibly go on 
like this—your vows never included all this— 
cast thyself down.’ 

What was the answer of Jesus? ‘It is written, 
Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God’; or as it 
might have been written, ‘thou shalt not provoke 
the Lord thy God.’ This is an illuminating word. 
The defence affords a close insight to the attack. 

Now it is evident that nothing so quickly pro- 
vokes the Lord as the breaking of vows and the 
forgetting of covenants. I think that Officers are 
sometimes disposed to treat too lightly their solemn 
promises made to God and to The Army ; and, alas! 
alas! I have only too often seen the terrible conse- 
quences of thus provoking Him. Depend upon it, 
it is better not to vow at all, than to vow and not 
to pay. You cannot dedicate to God your heart, 
your strength, your gifts, your life, your all, and 
then go back upon that solemn offering for any 
reason whatever without angering Him. You can- 
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not climb up on to the highway of duty and devo- 
tion, and take your stand before men by the side 
of the Crucified, and then cast yourself down under 
the spell of some suffering or disappointment, 
without running the risk of bringing upon yourself 
and upon those you love the awful judgments of 
the God you have thus provoked. 

Do not misunderstand me. All sin is tempting 
God, especially the sin of presumption. To go up 
to the edge of the precipice of evil, and look over ; 
to venture to touch the unclean thing, or to dabble 
with the danger in some sort of vague trust or 
foolish hope that God will somehow prevent you 
going further, or make what is sin into no sin, is 
at once the highest folly and the most grievous 
wrong. But it seems to me that in Salvation 
Army Officers it is, if possible, worse even than all 
this can be, to yield to the tempter’s word, and to 
go back on ourselves, on our vows in the Articles 
of War, our pledges written on the Candidates’ Form, 
our sweet and solemn consecrations before we 
entered training, our enlightened covenants with 
Him when in the Training Home, and our deep and 
holy resolutions since. It would, indeed, be a 
casting down—a spiritual suicide—an awful tempt- 
ing of the Lord our God. 

2. And is not the temptation to be at ease in 
Zion of the same nature? It is less aggressive 
than the other, it looks less formidable, but it is 


TEMPTATION. 37 


really just as dangerous. ‘ Woe,’ says the Prophet, 
‘to those that are at ease in Zion’—that lie upon 
their couches, and eat the pleasant fruits of others’ 
labours, and sing to themselves sweet songs, but 
they are not grieved for the affliction of Joseph ; 
that is, they rest in their own supposed security, 
give up their struggle and travail, and do not suffer 
and do not mourn for the spiritual affliction, the 
moral havoc, which has come upon the people. 

Ah, my dear comrades, have we not, with aching 
hearts, watched some of those who began with such 
promise gradually come under the power of this 
temptation? They have cast themselves down. 
They are perhaps still with us. They seem to 
prosper. They come in for the good things of the 
land. They are well thought of. They are zealous, 
they are clever, they are even devoted, in a kind of 
way, to The Army, and talk grandly about its 
principles and its future, and are loud in their 
loyalty to The General and their chiefs; but when 
it comes to the fight they are at ease in Zion, and 
care very little about the sins and backslidings of 
the people. The coldness, the idleness of the saints, 
the icy neglect of the God-forgetting crowds which 
cram the miles of houses all round them, the woes 
and wickedness of the wandering sheep of our own 
flock—that open wound of The Salvation Army— 
have no attraction for them, do not move their 
hearts, or make them shed a tear, or utter a 
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groan; they have no passion for the Cross —they 
are at ease in Zion. 

If this word should come to one such, oh! rise 
up, this instant, from your couch of ease, of self- 
satisfaction, or indulgence ; arise, arise, and do not 
tempt the Lord your God! 

Let me remind you here, in passing, that in His 
reply to Satan, Jesus Christ shows us how to use the 
Bible. ‘It is written,’ the devil said, ‘He shall give 
his angels charge concerning thee;’ and Jesus 
replied, ‘It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt.’ 
He shows by one simple stroke that the Bible is to 
be used to interpret itself; that truth is a whole, 
and that the taking of individual passages apart 
from the great principles of the whole may be 
destructive of the truth altogether. 

I entreat. you, my beloved comrades, read and 
use your Bible—and the whole of your Bible— 
more and more. 
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V. 
Temptation III.—The Easier Way. 


Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding 
high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of 
the world, and the glory of them ; and saith wnto him, 
All these things will I give thee, if thow wilt fall down 
and worship me. Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee 
hence, Satan: for it is written, Thow shalt worship the 
Lord thy God, and lum only shalt thow serve. Then 
the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and 
ministered unto him.—Matthew iv. 8-11. 


Like so many other things in our lives, the 
triumph over temptation depends upon co-operation 
between man and God. 

Over and over again the Scriptures insist, in 
one form or another—by example, by precept, by 
entreaty, by warning—that God and man must 
both work, and must work together, and must work 
to the end, to finally accomplish man’s salvation. 
‘Salvation is of the Lord,’ says the Prophet. 
‘Work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling,’ says the Apostle. 

To rely exclusively upon the work of God is a 
mistake probably fatal to all real prospect of holi- 
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ness or hope of Heaven. To believe on Christ, and 
then to rest in that faith alone, without giving heed 
to obedience to the Divine Law, is a hollow imita- 
tion of true religion, alike useless to those who 
practise it and dishonouring to the God it pretends 
to serve. ‘Ye are my friends,’ said Jesus, ‘if ye 
do whatsoever I command you.’ Faith without 
works is dead; it is, alas, still taught, and still 
practised, and still, I fear, relied upon; but 2¢ is 
still dead! It is difficult to repeat too often, my 
dear comrades, that the continued favour of God 
depends just as much upon holy living as upon 
fully trusting, upon obedience as upon faith. 

‘Wherewith,’ asks the Prophet, ‘shall I come 
before the Lord, and bow myself before the high 
God?’ Shall it be with gifts, and offerings, and 
high sacrifices ? ‘ Shall I give my firstborn for my 
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of 
my soul?’ And then he answers in words which 
are among the greatest in the Bible, ‘He hath 
showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth 
the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God’ 
‘Hereby,’ says John, ‘we do know that we know 
him, if we keep his commandments.’ 

And if it is a fatal blunder to leave everything 
to God, it is an even more terrible mistake for the 
soul to rely wholly upon itself. A man can do very 
much for himself, and yet without God he can do 
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nothing. This is true of coming into the Kingdom 
of Christ, but it is even more true of obeying the 
laws of that kingdom. Without man’s own whole- 
hearted effort to do God’s will—nothing ; and yet 
also, without God—still nothing. The fact is, that 
the key to holiness, the secret of happiness, the 
power of victory, are all to be found in the union of 
God and man. Neither, without the other, can 
effect the high purpose of the one or the true 
interest of the other. These can only be reached 
by a partnership of both. Salvation depends upon 
co-operation. ‘I can do all things,’ says Paul, 
‘through Christ that strengtheneth me.’ 

And what is true of our whole life in God is 
true of the acts and experiences which go to make 
it up. How large a part temptation plays among 
these experiences, every true son of God knows. 
And if we are to resist temptation, it must be by 
that same co-operation. It is we who are to 
struggle, and fight, and conquer; and yet it is God 
Himself who is to fight, and struggle, and conquer 
in us. What disasters have overtaken some of 
those whom we have known and loved in days gone 
by—yea, and still love—because they did not act 
upon this old-fashioned truth! Hither they thought 
themselves strong, and leaned not on God, and so 
fell when the trial came; or they thought them- 
selves secure in some strange trust that He would 
arrange for their safety though they dabbled with 
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temptation, and so neglected to watch and pray, and 
take heed to their own bodies, and keep their own 
hearts ; and lo! they found that they had trusted 
in a lie, and the tempter had them in his net. 

My comrades, in the hours of our conflict, when 
we, like our Lord and Master, have to meet alone 
the assaults of the devil, let us confront him with 
a clear realisation that we have to fight the battle 
out for ourselves, as well as with a holy reliance 
upon our God to bring us through. 

The history before us is a striking illustration 
of this co-operation. If any being could ever hope, 
in his own unaided strength and virtue to resist 
the enemy of souls, surely this is The One. His 
holy character, His high relationship to the Father, 
His glorious mission, all mark Him for victory. 
And yet, when the devil attacks Him, He—even 
He—flies to the promises of God. He falls back, 
so to speak, on the Divine Standards and Com- 
mands, meeting the foe with the same sword which 
we must use for similar conflicts. He resisted with 
all His human powers, but He relied upon the aid 
of the Divine power also. And it was by the 
combination of the human and the Divine that 
victory was assured. 

And, now, let us consider the third, and last, 
assault of the battle. 

Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceed- 
ing igh mountain, and sheweth him all the 
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kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 
and saith wnto him, All these things will I give 
thee, if thow wilt fall down and worship me. 
Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, 
Satan: for it is written, Thow shalt worship the 
_ Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 
Now, I believe that this was a real experience, 
and that in some way, which we do not at present 
understand, God allowed Satan to reveal to the 
gaze of Jesus all the kingdoms of time, with their 
_ power, and wealth, and splendour. Perhaps the 
Evil One was even permitted to appeal to His 
Divine knowledge of the future, in order to make 
this temptation more powerful. It seems to me 
- evident, also, that Satan, when he offered the gift 
of those kingdoms and their glory, had the power 
to give them. The Bible speaks of him as ‘the 
prince of this world,’ and he is sometimes permitted 
to bestow on those he chooses this world’s authority 
and glory. 

How was it possible for Satan to dare to suggest 
to Jesus that terrible sin? For it was a terrible 
sin—the deepest wrong of all—that He should fall 
down and worship the devil! After this, one can, 
indeed, say that ‘the whitest saint may be tempted 
to the blackest sin !’ 

‘The kingdoms of this world’—that was the 
offer. And that was the very same thing that Jesus 
had come from Heaven to suffer and die to win! 
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It was that He might restore the lost kingdoms to 
their rightful King that He, the King’s Son, had 
come at all. What, then, could Satan mean ? 

He meant this. That while the Master’s pro- 
posed struggle to win the world would be a long, ~ 
and hard, and painful struggle, which would cost an 
infinity of agony and shame, there was an easier 
way of gaining the end in view. Let the Son of 
God but bow down and worship, and they should 
all be His—His without the humiliation, the 
homelessness, the Garden, the Cross, and the 
Grave. 

The substance of this temptation is still with 
us. Not alone in the great demands and sacrifices 
of our lives, but in the duties and opportunities 
of every day, the devil is ever ready to suggest 
that we also should seek the Easier Way. It 
is especially a leader’s temptation. We often 
find it so difficult to be really thorowgh! There 
are sO many circumstances in favour of compro- 
mise! When we have to rebuke sin, to put crooked 
things straight, to risk much that we have won, to 
suffer for others, or to face discouragement and 
seeming defeat, Satan still suggests ‘ There is an 
easier way than the way of the Cross—seek it.’ 

To Army Officers this is an old, old temptation 
as to their life-work. There are few of them but 
have, at some time, had to meet it in one form or 
other. To one it comes in the shape of what is 
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called ‘a good situation’ or ‘a good home’—as 
though anything can ever be good without God! 
To another it is masked as some great worldly 
advantage. To a third,as a husband or wife. To 
a fourth as an ‘opportunity’ to go into some 
‘Christian work.’ But whatever form it assumes 
the tempter’s meaning is always the same: I offer 


~ you an easier life—a short cut to success—a victory 


without the hard-fought field—the crown and the 
kingdoms without the Cross. 

That was the promise. What was the price? 
‘Fall down and worship me. What does that 
mean? The Lord’s answer to the devil helps us 
to see clearly what it means. ‘It is written,’ He 
said, ‘Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
him only shalt thou serve.’ 

That is it. We may not take away the honour 
or the service that belongs to God and give it to 
another. 

In our Lord’s case the temptation was a bold 
demand that He should fall down and worship 


- the Prince of Darkness. In ours the proposal is 


generally softened down, so that it does not look 
so dreadful at the first sight. It is owrselves that 
he suggests we should serve—‘ Take care of 
Number One,’ he says, ‘or nobody else will.’ It is 
the world that he asks us to worship—that is, to 
put in the place of God. ‘Do not be so severe,’ 
he says, ‘and so extreme in your separation; 
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remember that it is possible to go too far—you 
will get on better if you are moderate and reason- 
able and friendly.’ The form of the attack may 
vary according to the temperament and the cir- 
cumstances with which he is dealing, but its spirit 
and purpose are ever the same. 

Oh, let us beware! This saints alae to take 
God’s glory and give it to another is still a very 
real trial to some of us. It is so natural to seek 
our own. It is so easy to go about after the praise 
of our gifts and the honour of our own selves. 
Let us beware! The people around us even with 
the best intentions are often so ready to become 
the tools of Satan with their flatteries, and our own 
hearts are such poor weak things! ‘ Let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.’ 

The Master’s reply was, ‘Get thee hence, 
Satan.’ It was the expression of His whole soul’s 
abhorrence at the enemy’s suggestion. ‘Away 
with you!’ He says. ‘It is written, Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God. Be the path I have 
chosen a difficult or an easy one is not My concern 
—that I leave to the Father; I am resolved to 
carry out His high commands, to reach the goal 
He has appointed by the way He has commanded, 
and to stand to My consecration to His highest 
will; this is My victory.’ 

And so the great bribe failed. But how glad I 
am that He was tempted; how high above all 
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principalities and powers His victory has placed 
Him! Whata gleam of the eternal glory falls 
for us upon the words, ‘ Behold, angels came and 
ministered unto him;’ and what a. light shines 
henceforth in the gracious promise, ‘ Blessed is the 
man that endureth temptation ; for when he is 
tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the 
Lord hath promised to them that love him !’ 


‘When shall I share, oh Lord, with Thee 
That full and final victory ? 

When shall my painful conflicts end ? 
Avenge me, Saviour, of the fiend, 

Satan with all his works destroy, 

And seal mine everlasting joy.’ 
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VI. 


Cain: The Unfaithful Keeper. 


And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his 
offering. But unto Cain and to his offering he had 
not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his 
countenance fell. And the Lord said unto Cain, Why 
art thow wroth ? and why is thy countenance fallen ? 
If thow doest well, shalt thow not be accepted ? and uf 
thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto 
thee shall be his desire, and thow shalt rule over him. 
And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came 
to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose wp 
against Abel his brother, and slew him. And the Lord 
said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he 
said, I know not. Am I my brother’s keeper? And 
he said, What hast thow done? the voice of thy 
brother’s blood crieth unto me from the grownd.— 
Genesis iv. 4-10. 


Carn, the eldest son of Adam and Eve, killed 
his brother Abel, and when the Lord God, im- 
mediately after the horrid deed was done, asked 
him ‘ Where is thy brother?’ Cain boldly replied 
to his Maker, ‘I know not. Am I my brother’s 
keeper ?’ 
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1. Cain’s answer shows us what was passing 
in his heart, and it also reveals the fact that God’s 
simple question had penetrated him to the quick, 
touching the spot on his conscience at which he 
felt that his guilt was greatest. Ah, yes; he knew 
quite well that he, Cain, was his brother’s keeper ! 
He knew quite well that he had been entrusted 
with Abel’s interest and life—and that he had 
been unfaithful, and now, while the crimson blood 
is staining the ground yonder, and crying aloud to 
Heaven for vengeance, he seeks to throw off the 
responsibility. 

Men are still placed over each other as 
‘keepers. The Staff Officer is placed over the 
Field Officer; the Captain over the Lieutenant ; 
the Officer over the Soldier and sinners; the lover 
over the beloved ; the husband over the wife; the 
brother over the brother, and the sister over the 
sister ; the parent over the child; the master over 
the servant; the friend over the friend. All are 
entrusted with the happiness and well-being of 
each other, and with a large measure of influence 
upon one another’s final destiny. Every one of 
us is a God-appointed keeper of some other or 
others. Indeed, there is an important sense in 
which every human soul has a responsibility for 
every other human soul. We cannot escape from 
the obligation if we would. It is one of the great 
facts of human life—I am my brother’s keeper. 
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2. Cain’s conscience betrayed him when God 
spoke to him. In spite of the ready lie that was 
upon his lips when he said, ‘I know nothing about 
it,’ his conscience asserted itself, and made him 
bring forward that other question about being his 
brother’s keeper ; for, of course, if he were, that 
made the crime a hundred times: worse, and 
increased his guilt and agony so much the more. 

So now, the shame and sorrow and withering 
remorse which come from leading away from God, 
by word, or act, or example, even one of those who 
were entrusted to our care and love, cannot be 
measured or described. I have seen some who 
have suffered it, and I can never forget their words. 
I have known modern Cains who were once Officers 
of The Salvation Army, but who, having misled, 
‘or deceived, or betrayed the souls of those over 
whom they were appointed to be keepers, have 
suffered Cain’s condemnation, and who have come 
to me in the dark hour of their keen anguish, like 
outcasts from God and hope, saying to me, amid 
their stifled sobs, ‘ Chief, my punishment is greater 
than I can beavr.’ 

8. Cain’s failure to act as a true keeper to 
Abel arose out of his own sin. The fault was 
not with God. The fault was not with Abel. 
When Cain complained that his offering was not 
accepted—that his sacrifice had not proved a 
success, the Lord said to him in gentle and patient 
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rebuke, ‘If thou doest well, shalt thou not be 
accepted ? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at .. 
the door.’ But instead of searching his own heart,“ <. 


and uncovering the sin which was lying at the 
door, and confessing it with a sacrifice of atone- 
ment such as Abel had offered, Cain was ‘ very 
wroth’ with the Lord, and then presently he ‘ slew 
Abel.’ 

And it is ever so. The failure and disappoint- 
ments of human plans; the want of success which 
was hoped for; the sacrifice which, notwithstand- 
ing all the toil, was not accepted—these are the 
occasions which the devil still uses to overthrow 
the keepers of souls. Many have turned, like 
Cain, against their God, or against their leaders, 
or against The Army, when they were not prosper- 
ing with the offering which they had laboured so 
hard to bring, forgetting the Lord’s question, ‘ If 
thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and 
if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door.’ At 
the root of failure there will generally be found 
the worm—secret sin, or unconfessed_wrong, or 
broken ‘promises, or trades but hateful things. 
“Yes, but for that heart sin, Cain would never 
have proved the unfaithful wretch he did That 
was the prompting influence that made him angry 
with God and jealous of Abel, and led him on to 
dip his hands in the blood of the one for whose 
well-being he was directly responsible. Ob, my 
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dear comrade, let us watch! One sin may quickly 
become the parent of all sin. 

4. It seems also as though there were no half- 
way house for Cain—that there was nothing be- 
tween being Abel’s faithful guardian and being his — 
murderer. 

And such is really the case with God’s keepers 
to-day. He says quite plainly, ‘If the watchman 
see the sword come, and blow not the trumpet, 
and the people be not warned ; if the sword come, 
and take any person from among them, .. . his 
blood will I require at the watchman’s hand’ 
(Ezekiel xxxiii.). There is no middle course or 
condition for you or for me: we are either faithful 
to those whom God has entrusted to us, or wn- 
faithful ; we are either true keepers, or we are 
Cains! The blood-guiltiness is all the same, 
whether the lost ones perish by our wicked and 
criminal act or through our wicked silence or 
criminal carelessness when the danger is at 
hand. 

5. Cain’s punishment was not to be death, 
although God might have justly demanded from 
him life for life. Perhaps, however, his doom was 
nearly as terrible: he was cast out, ‘a fugitive and 
a vagabond ’—that means an exile from the love 
and care of the old home, and an outcast from the 
presence of God; and in return for his toil the 
earth was to refuse him her fruits. 
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Ah, what a picture we have here of the un- 
faithful stewards and backsliders of to-day! Are 
they not fugitives? Are they not wanderers ? 
Do they not toil for bread which satisfieth not, and 
for water which will not quench their thirst? Do 
they not tell us that God has hidden His face from 
them, that He speaks with them no more, and 
that everything seems to be against them; that 
memories, like showers of fire, come down on them 
in their barren solitude; that even reason is 
shaken in her seat, and that to them the earth 
itself is one vast wilderness? Yes, this is still the 
punishment of the unfaithful keeper. 

6. But, after all, Cain was spared. God set a 
mark upon him, which forbade men to slay him 
as he had slain Abel. It was a mark of his sin, 
but it was also a mark of the forbearance and 
mercy of God. 

And when you meet a Salvationist who has 
proved untrue to his trust, and recognise him, you 
must also spare him—nay, you must love him. 
His sin is ever before him, so that you can safely 
speak to him of mercy and of Calvary. Even in 
the darkest hour of Cain’s despair God heard him, 
and had pity on him. And if, instead of mourning 
the greatness of his punishment, he had cried 
aloud about the greatness of his sim, perchance 
God would even then have forgiven him. I think 
so. Anyway, I am sure there is pardon for the 
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unfaithful of to-day, if you can lead them to 
forsake their evil heart of unbelief, and, coming 
back, cast themselves at Jesu’s feet. 

But, above all, remember that it is the voice of 
God in your soul, when conscience compels you to — 
say, ‘I am my brother's keeper.’ 
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VII. 
Married to Jerusalem. 


For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy 
sons marry thee: and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over 
the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee. 

I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, 
which shall never hold thew peace day nor night: ye 
that make mention of the Lord, keep not silence. And 
gwe him no vest, till he establish, and till he make 
Jerusalem a praise in the earth.—Isaiah lxii. 5, 6, 7. 


Tue Prophet Isaiah in a song of extraordinary 
beauty here describes the glory and joy, the 
holiness and victory of the coming Kingdom of 
God. Among the blessings he foretells for Jeru- 
salem—the name by which he speaks of the society 
or people or church which is to represent Christ 
in the earth—is this very tender and wonderful 
picture of marriage: ‘As a young man marrieth 
a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee.’ It seems 
to me that in many respects our union with The 
Army as Officers ought to be based upon the 
principles and ought to be for the purposes fore- 
shadowed in this touching and beautiful promise. 
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For are we not all the sons and daughters of our 
Jerusalem, and are we not married to her ? 

1. Marriage is a happy event. In all ages and 
among all peoples it has been regarded as an 
occasion for congratulations and mirth, and music | 
and song. Under holy conditions it is also a happy 
state—a state of the highest human happiness, 
because it is a state of the purest human love. It 
is not merely soul meeting soul in harmony and 
accord, but it is love beholding love, and rejoicing 
not in itself, nor in its own happiness, but in 
another and in that other’s bliss. 

And this is the joy in which we are to be joined 
to Jerusalem. In the life and work, and suffering 
and love of Jesus, revealed over again in those who 
serve Him, we find it. Some of us can look back 
with unmeasured gratitude to the time of our 
union with the purposes and principles of The 
Army, and to the hour of our pledging our troth to 
its Flag and to its Leaders as to a truly happy 
marriage day. We have had sorrows and losses 
and trials since then, and there have been dark 
shadows here and there on the path, but we have 
never regretted the happy bond which sealed our 
vows of love and obedience to it and to all that it 
has signified. 

2. The young man marries the bride of his 
choice. In every happy marriage the two spirits, 
no doubt, attract each other—the two hearts are 
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drawn each to the other. But it is he who must 
make the choice, and seek out the one from all the 
rest, offering his love to her alone, asking for her 
love in return. 

And so we have chosen our Jerusalem. Our 
hearts are fixed. Our choice is made. Our offer 
has been accepted. We have taken a life partner 
of our own choice, and we have given her all our 
love and all our zeal. Perfect love cannot be 
where there is a divided affection. The heart that 
wanders from one to another in thought or desire 
can never really be at rest. This is true of the 
love between the young man and his bride, and it 
is equally true of the love between the Officer 
and The Army. Happiness in this matter is joined 
with definiteness. Blessed be God if we find our 
Zion is first all the time; then, indeed, we have 
chosen, and have chosen well. 

3. In every true union marriage is for the 
bride’s own sake. A sincere and worthy lover 
wooes her and wins her for what she 7s, and not 
for anything that she has or may expect to receive, 
whether it be wealth or fame or beauty or power. 
It is herself that he seeks. It is her excellences 
of character, her brightness of hope, her innocence 
and purity, her devotion to what is true and 
lovable, and her depth of sympathy with what is 
sad, which constitute her charms in his eyes. To 
marry merely for what he can get—for some 
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worldly or material advantage, is a shameful thing 
in the eyes of a true lover. Nay, more, tens of 
thousands of true lovers, both men and women, 
have sacrificed their all of worldly and material 
things in order to win one dear partner of their 
lives, and thought the sacrifice nothing. Love is 
stronger than all earth possesses; yea, than death 
itself. 

It is thus that we have loved our Jerusalem, 
and thus have we joined our hand to hers. It is 
for her own sake. It was her unselfish zeal, her 
devotion to the poor and the hopeless and the lost, 
her great depth of faith in God’s power to save and 
keep and use, and her love of that great Lover, the 
Bleeding Lamb, which drew us to her. We have 
not united ourselves to The Army for anything she 
can do for us, or give us, or pay us, It is her 
honour and prosperity, and the strength of her 
bulwarks, and not our own comfort or security or 
good name that we seek. It is souls, not rewards, 
that we desire. 

But the bride’s greatest joy is found in those 
tokens of her husband’s constant and increasing 
affection which are founded, not so much upon the 
youth and strength and beauty of her person—for 
these will all decay—as upon his admiration and 
trust in the immortal part of her being. Love 
without this reverence is not love at all; it is only 
foolish fancy or passing passion. And so with us 
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it is The Army’s principles and spirit to which 
we are united. Forms and methods and the most 
perfect human arrangements change and _ fail, 
needing to be continually renewed and replaced. 
But the spirit of faith in Calvary, the spirit of 
love for sinners, the spirit of hatred for sin, the 
spirit of battle against evil, the spirit of salva- 
tion and holiness, these can never decay, and will 
never die—they are eternal. It is this, as well as 
her form and system, the Spiret of The Army, that 
which 1s immortal in her, to which-—because we 
love it for its own sake—vwe have pledged our troth. 

4, But the young man marries the maiden with 
a whole-hearted devotion. He brings that to her 
as his wedding-gift, and without that the marriage 
were a failure and a fraud. ‘I take thee,’ he says 
in the marriage vow, ‘for better for worse, for 
richer for poorer, in sickness and in health.’ This 
pledge is alike a promise and a prophecy. On the 
very threshold of the altar steps there will arise 
the shadow of sorrow and trial of one sort or 
another for both the contracting parties. But they 
have promised a love and a faithfulness without 
reserve. Multitudes have fulfilled that vow in 
spite of affliction, suspicion, unfaithfulness, long 
separation, dire disasters, and dread disease. That 
love, for better or for worse, has wonderfully held 
its own, amidst a declining world, a remnant of the 
purity and happiness of Eden. 
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This, yes, this is the sort of devotion that we 
rejoice to offer to our Jerusalem. We have joined 
our fortunes and hopes to hers, ‘for better or for 
worse. Her joys are our joys; her sorrows are 
our sorrows: her losses are our losses. We are in 
her ranks irrespective of what particular position 
she gives us there. We would rather be counted 
contemptible and unworthy with The Army than 
be thought great and good without her. She is 
ours—ours, ‘ for better for worse.’ 

And this is the love that comes forth in the day 
of adversity as well as when the sun shines, and 
which in the hour of the beloved one’s loss or 
shame or agony, longs to bear, and if that cannot 
be, to share it all: bridegroom and bride are one. 

5. The true marriage is a whole-life covenant. 
‘I take thee,’ the young man says to his bride, ‘ for 
better for worse .. . tell death us do part.’ It 
is to him an unbreakable bond of unchanging love. 
Death itself will only be able to separate the lovers, 
it cannot change their hearts. There is no release 
contemplated or desired, and so no door of escape 
is left open. Love takes possession asa conqueror, 
and having obtained possession rules and reigns 
with never a thought of a rival. It is an indis- 
soluble union. All things unite to contribute a 
solemn Amen to the pronouncement, ‘Whom God 
hath joined together, let no man put asunder.’ 

And such is the love-tie that binds us to our « 
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beloved Army life. We are not of the short-service 
type of soldier. To use a homely figure, we have 
put all our eggs into one basket. We have joined 
the colours ¢2// I die! Already numbers who read 
these lines have lived and loved together for many 
happy years, and every joy received and every 
service rendered has added witness upon witness 
to our true love for our Jerusalem, ‘till death us 
do part.’ 

Faults and failings there may have been on one 
or on both sides, but this sort of love beareth, 
believeth, hopeth, endureth all things, and never 
faileth—never forsakes Jerusalem. It can die for 
her, it can bear even to be doubted by her, and 
cast out from her, but it never faileth. True love 
can do anything but change. 


.. - Love is not love 

Which alters when it alteration finds, 

Or bends with the remover to remove. 

Oh, no, it ts an ever-fixéd mark 

That looks on Tempests—BUT I8 NOT SHAKEN. 


Begone, vain world! Begone, allurements of 
earth and ease and gain! Begone, voices of 
another love! Our Zion is all that we ask for, all 
that we need. We are married to Jerusalem. 

6. One other word. Death will not separate 
us after all. Faithfulness to our vows here will 

» bring us to infinite rewards hereafter. If we 
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suffer with Jesus, we shall also reign with Him. — 
We shall come into the City of God, that shall be 
revealed from Heaven, with everlasting love in our 
hearts, and everlasting joy upon our heads. The 
Lord God Almighty will be her Temple, and the 
Lamb will be her Sun, and the nations of them 
that are saved shall walk in the light of her. Her 
gates shall not be shut, and nothing shall come in 
that defileth, but only they which are written in 
the Lamb’s book of life. 
And so the joy of this union will last for ever, 
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VIIL 
Impurity.—I. A Warning, 
Flee youthful lusts —2 Timothy ii. 22. 


Abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the 
sowl.—I1 Peter ii. 11. 


Ivpurity, more, perhaps, than any other form of 
sin, has destroyed multitudes of the human race. 
Every generation has laid its tribute of blasted 
lives at the feet of this monster. History 
abounds with the records of mighty nations that 
have been first degraded and then overthrown 
by its subtle power. It has, I believe, been the 
source of more calamities among God’s leaders 
than have sprung from any other eyil. It has, I 
know, been a cause of great sorrow and loss in The 
Army. In one form or another it is, probably, the 
most powerful temptation which assails many of 
our people, overthrowing some, weakening still 
more, and being often the occasion of deep heart 
anguish and terrible spiritual darkness to others. 

I would to God, my dear comrades, that I could 
write something on this matter which would at 
once instruct and strengthen you, not only for 
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yourselves but for the sake of those with whose 
eternal safety you are charged. I write as unto 
the wise—that is, to those who desire to avoid this 
evil, and to escape from its awful consequences. 
My first words must be words of warning. 

1. Impurity is like falsehood in one important 
respect. The strength of a lie is generally in the 
degree of truth that is in it; it is the perver- 
sion of the truth which makes a lie. So the 
strength of impurity is generally in its connection 
and association with what is naturally pure, and 
with that which is the most beautiful thing in 
the world: love. An unclean bodily habit usually 
obtains its awful power for evil because it is linked 
on to an appetite which is necessary to the human 
race, and which, if it is only indulged at the proper 
time and in the proper measure, and in the married 
relationship, is natural and pure. An unlawful 
union between a man and woman sends its roots 
right down into their nature and holds them in 
their sin with a strength greater than bonds of steel, 
because it was their love for each other which first 
led them into the wrong; and yet we know that 
pure love is the foundation of life, the light of 
human existence, the likeness of God, and that 
without it the world would be only a wild beasts’ 
den. In the same way, a lustful mind seizing 
upon suggestions of what is questionable or unclean 
quickly entrenches itself behind that wonderful 
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power of the mind over the body, which in itself is 
good, and which makes men more than sheep and 
dogs, and without which there would be nothing 
in life for intelligent beings worth the having. 

2. Well may the Apostle say that this evil 
‘wars against the soul.’ We see that it does every 
day of our lives. It saps the life-power of its vic- 
tims, kills their will-power, enfeebles their brain- 
power, and, above all, it breaks down all faith 
in God’s power, robbing them of supreme love 
either for Him or for any may or woman. It dis- 
turbs the reason, and makes the mind like muddy 
waters, brings in unquietness, and unfits for work, 
breaking up all peace, and gradually driving away 
true happiness. The slave of impure habits, 
whether they be habits of body or habits of mind, 
is like a sow that is washed—no matter how often, or 
with what tears and groansand stifled agony the poor 
slave is washed—which returns to its wallowing in 
the mire. Fvlihy does as filthy is. Even in the 
most solemn moments of Divine visitation, when 
others with exceeding longings are crying for souls, 
or at the feet of Jesus are weeping over the sins of 
the world, the impure wander away to the mire, their 
thoughts or their desires take fire at some trifling 
thing which they hear or see, and the poor soul is 
dragged down into the slough and foulness and the 
slime. ‘The corruption that is through lust’ is, 
perhaps, the most degrading of all corruptions. 
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Like other forms of evil, this horrible disorder 
gains force as time goes on. The very smallest 
beginnings are apt to grow rapidly. A few shady 
thoughts increase and multiply, until the mind 
becomes like a cage of unclean and crawling things 
that love the night and the darkness. A little 
indulgence is soon found to have become like a 
chain of fiery serpents holding its victim tight in 
the grasp of habits which I cannot name. Love, 
which might have been so pure and so chaste, and 
therefore so beautiful both in the eyes of God and 
man, when once it is tainted with impurity, sinks 
down to the level of mere animal passion ; and lives 
which could have been all holy in the liberty and 
union and sweet happiness of purity, are spoiled, 
physically as well as spiritually, by the horrid 
license of fleshly indulgence and excess. Yes, 
indeed, I say it again, well may the Apostle 
declare that these lusts of the flesh war against 
the soul, 

8. The evil is all the more alarming because 
it is especially the young who are tempted. It is 
when the body is full of youthful vigour and 
strength that all the natural appetites are most 
powerful, and therefore most in need of govern- 
ment and control. It is then, in the spring-time 
of life—when the heart is fresh and innocent, when 
the mind is free from the harassing memory of 
wasted years—that this evil works its most awful 
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ravages. To be old and wicked, to be old and 
impure, to be old and the slave of your own body— 
that is bad, pitiably bad and sad. But to be young, 
and yet be unable to say No to your passions ; to be 
young and bright and strong, and with life before 
you, and yet to be held in degrading bondage to 
secret sin, or to secret thoughts that you hate 
when you remember them in the daylight—that is 
worse still and sadder still. If it is not more 
hateful to God, it is certainly more ruinous to the 
soul, and more destructive to the body. Impurity 
is the high road to death and hell. 

4, But what in view of all this is the Apostle’s 
advice, and how can it be carried out? ‘Flee,’ he 
says ; ‘fly away from youthful lusts.” What does 
he mean ? * 

(a) First, be afraid of them. Let that be 
your regular condition and experience. Live in the 
fear of impurcty. Such fear is a great blessing. 
Just as the fear of small-pox and cholera and other 
diseases of the body is valuable because it leads 
people to take all sorts of precautions to avoid 
them, so the fear of this moral disease will help 
you. Cultivate it. Itis said that merely to look at 
a person who has small-pox will give some people 
the horrid infection, and such people are very 
anxious, therefore, not to look at anything like 
small-pox. Their fear is, so far, a protection to 
them. Cultivate, therefore, that holy dread of 
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impurity which will make you shun every sugges- 
tive word or look, and make sure you frown on 
every joke that may mean something not quite 
pure; cultivate that delicacy and dread which will 
prompt you to run away from the book which 
seems to suggest, or the man or the woman who 
seems to enjoy such topics, or attempts to lead you 
towards them. Get to feel to it all just as you 
would to a foul leper who was running after you, 
maliciously attempting to infect you with loath- 
some leprosy, beyond which lies death and hell. 

(b) Settle it once for all that impurity, in any 
shape or form, is not only forbidden by God, and 
highly dangerous to the body as well as to the 
soul, but that it is not in any way a necessity of 
your nature. Here lies one of the devil’s most 
subtle and successful falsehoods with regard to it. 
It is only natural, he says to the young man or to 
the young woman, that you should feel the influ- 
ence of sexual desire; and therefore, he argues, it 
must be natural to think on such things, and thus 
he soils the mind ; and natural, he goes on, that 
those desires should be zndulged in some way, 
though God may not have set you in the relation- 
ship in which they can be lawfully indulged ; and 
thus he enchains the body ; and purity is wounded, 
and presently conscience is seared as with a hot 
iron. 

When men assert that any sort of impure 
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indulgence, either of the mind, through the eye or 
the ear, or of the body, by appetite or habit, is 
natural to them, what do they mean? Do they 
mean to say that our nature is only animal? Is 
it on a level with the brutes? Is it a beastly 
nature? Is it not something higher than that? 
Is it not the nature of one made in the image of 
God? Is not the spiritual intended to triumph 
over the animal? Is the body to be the governor, 
and the soul to be the slave ; or is the soul, which 
was at first created in purity, and is now redeemed 
and restored through Christ, to be the master ? 
The truth is, that itis impurity which is unnatural, 
for it is contrary to, and the very opposite of, man’s 
nature as a whole, founded as that nature is on 
the principles of reason, of conscience, and of self- 
preservation, of every one of which impurity is the 
deadly foe. My brother, my sister, that is your 
true nature which acts out the noble thought of Paul 
when he said, ‘I keep under my body... lest... 
I myself ’—even Paul the great Apostle—‘ should 
become a castaway.’ Never, therefore, say of an 
uncleanness in word or thought or deed, that it is 
excusable because it is inevitable or necessary to 
your nature. That would be a lie. 

(c) Settle it also that one cannot take fire into 
his bosom and not be burned. In other words, 
that you cannot tamper with this sin of impurity 
without committing it. The body is the temple 
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of the soul, and just as the air influences the bird, 
and the water influences the fish, the body exer- 
cises an enormous influence for good or ill upon 
the soul which occupies it. If anything be per- 
mitted which degrades the body, the soul is also 
degraded ; if anything be permitted or cherished 
which sins against the body, it is also a stain upon 
the soul. The two are so joined that the one can- 
not be separated from the influence of the other. 

No, this evil cannot be touched or trifled with, 
submitted to or allowed, without bringing its own 
dire consequences of sorrow and guilt. He who 
_ permits ‘a little’ uncleanness of habit, or indulges 
in occasional impurity of thought, takes fire into 
his bosom, goes upon hot coals, and verily he will 
be burned. And against the consequences of that 
fire there is no insurance; even if, by the mercy 
of God, it be eventually quenched, that will not 
avail to spare its victim from deep sorrow, from 
wasted powers, and from life-long, nay, from ever- 
lasting losses. 
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IX. 


Impurity.—II.—Unnatural. 


Flee youthful lusts.—2 Timothy ii. 22. 
Abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the 
soul.—1 Peter ii. 11. 


A REMARK in the last paper seems to call for some 
further enforcement before proceeding to consi- 
der the general question. ‘The truth is,’ I wrote, 
‘that it isampurity which is unnatural, for it is 
contrary to and the very opposite of man’s nature as 
a whole, founded as that nature is on the principles 
of reason, of conscience, and of self-preservation, of 
every one of which impurity is the deadly foe.’ 

Now, on this I desire to make myself a little 
clearer, and to explain more in detail what I wish 
you to understand. 

1. It is quite true that man’s nature is, in part, 
the nature of an animal, and also that in that lower 
or animal nature are implanted certain instincts 
or appetites which are necessary in order that the 
individual may be sustained and the human race 
perpetuated on the earth. The strongest of these 
are the desire for food, or hunger, and the desires 
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which are peculiar to sex ; which latter, as I have 
already said, are associated with that beautiful and 
purifying force we call Love. 

But this is not the whole of man’s nature. In 
addition to the animal there is also reason. The 
mind is there as well as the body—what is rational 
as well as what is sensual; all that belongs to 
thought as well as all that belongs to appetite. 
Man is thus seen to be a double bemg—a sort of 
twofold creature, like a horse and cart in one. The 
mind is the horse, the body is the cart. It is very 
important not to put the cart before the horse! 
But, wonderful as it would be if we could find a 

being with the reasonable and animal parts in 
exactly the right places and relationships, that 
being would still be lower than a man. 


Were I so tall to reach the pole, 
Or grasp the ocean with my span, 
I must be measured by my souL: 
The mina’s the standard of the man. 


For the nature of man has another, a third and a 
still higher, part: that which we call the spiritual, 
the soul-part—the part that is unkillable, and that 
speaks to the other parts by conscience. That 
higher nature is the driver, or guide, of the horse 
and cart. 

2. Hach of these divisions of our nature has 
its own great law, or guiding principle. There is, 
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first, the law of the lower or animal nature, 
which is self-gratification. Thus, for example, 
when the body is exhausted it craves for food, 
and the demand in itself is both right and sin- 
less. Then, secondly, there is the law or rule 
of the higher or reasoning part, which is that 
of self-preservation. Thus, when the body has 
demanded nourishment, the mind selects such 
reasonable food as is wholesome, and likely to 
maintain and preserve life, distinguishing it from 
such as is corrupt or poisonous. Thirdly, there is 
the law of the upper, the spiritual nature—the 
principle of conscience—and that is self-purifica- 
- tion. Thus, when the body has demanded food in 
accordance with its own law, and the mind has 
selected appropriate food in accordance with its 
own law, then conscience decides whether that food 
can be taken in accordance with God’s law of 
purity and honesty, rejecting such as degrades 
man’s nature ; as, for instance, what is intoxicating, 
or what has been unlawfully procured—that, for 
example, which has been stolen. 

8. Now, nothing can be truly called really 
natural to a man which is not in harmony with all 
these threelaws. Ifthe body or animal part craves 
for such indulgence and gratification as is against 
the principles of reason—that is, against the law 
of self-preservation—the body must be checked: 
it must, as Paul says, be ‘kept under.’ Now all 
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impurity is against that law. That is one mean- 
ing of the words, ‘ Abstain from fleshly lusts, which 
war against the sow.’ Impure indulgence wars 
against the man himself who permits it. The 
Sinner is slain by his own sin. ‘Every (other) 
sin,’ says the Apostle, ‘which a man doeth is 
without the body; but he that committeth forni- 
cation sinneth against his own body.’ So that 
impurity, whether in a man or woman, is a kind 
of swecrde. 

Much more if the desires which are common to 
the animal nature thrust themselves forward when 
men and women are not in those circumstances 
which make their indulgence lawful and seemly, 
and the voice of reason pleading for self-preserva- 
tion has been silenced, and the miseries of the body 
which follow impurity have been forgotten ; then 
will the warning of conscience—the voice of the 
soul—be heard, for the law of conscience is, Keep 
thyself pure. Ah, true, faithful, unflinching 
conscience, how straight you are! 

How can it then be really natural to a man to 
do what is against the very best and highest part 
of his nature? How can you ever excuse an 
unclean thought, or an impure touch, or ever again 
call them natural, when conscience is telling you 
that they are fowl—when what you know is more 
like the voice of God than anything else in your 
life—namely, the voice of your conscience—is 
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shouting and thumping at your heart: Purify 
yourself even as He is pure, and touch not the 
unclean thing ? 

4, And so we see that the appetites and desires 
of the body, being in themselves neither right nor 
wrong, become right or wrong in their exercise or 
indulgence according as they stand towards our 
whole nature. If their gratification is contrary to 
the duty of preserving the entire man in strength 
and vital energy, then such gratification is unna- 
tural, for it is contrary to reason and opposite to 
all that is rational in man’s nature. And if also 
that indulgence be any hindrance to keeping body, 
soul, and spirit in purity and obedience to God, 
then it is unnatural, for it is against the law of 
conscience, and opposed to all that. is highest in 
man’s nature. I repeat, therefore, that impurity is 
unnatural, and leads to the way of death and hell, 
to the degradation of the entire man; to the ruin, 
in short, of his physical, intellectual, and moral 
nature. 
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Impurity. —III.—How shall we Resist? 


Flee youthful lusts—2 Timothy i. 22. 
Abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the 
sowl.—1 Peter ii. 11. 


Now, how can we give practical effect to the 
counsel that I have already offered? It is, I 
realise, a difficult subject to write of, and that for 
many reasons. Among them is the fact that I am 
writing to those whose early training and habits 
have been quite different, and whose natural tastes 
and dispositions are so various. Some things 
which I would like to write, I cannot; but, as 
I have said, I write as unto the wise—that is, to 
those who will read in the spirit of earnest desire 
to know and obey the truth. These will, I think, 
find here, perhaps, more than is actually printed. 

‘ How, then’—for that is the question—‘ shall 
we resist the evil of impurity, and hold in proper 
check the natural tendency of our lower nature to 
gratify itself?’ 

1. ‘Abstain,’ says the Apostle in the verse 
which I have placed at the head of this paper, and, 
therefore, I put that first. 
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Abstain. Never sanction a single lapse, either 
in thought or in act, from the path of chastity and 
of pureness. In this matter the first victory is the 
great victory ; for purity, in the sense in which we 
are now using the word, is perhaps more than any 
other moral quality dependent on the will. Take 
your stand in the strength of God, with I will not 
for a motto, and He will make you able to defy 
your tempter. Never consent to consider, even 
for a moment, what is impure, or to be a party to 
any word or deed which is not clean in purpose 
and in act. 

If you find that your thoughts are involuntarily 
—that is, without the consent of your will—taken 
off to something impure, recall them definitely the 
moment that you realise where you are. Tempta- 
tion will often be presented to you in this way; 
but the instant that you perceive the evil thing 
approaching, cry out, and with your whole heart, 
I will not. 

In the same way, do not consent to any act, or 
touch, or look, which has in it an impure purpose 
or consequence. Abstain. That is the Divine 
note—experience has proved that it is the only 
safe rule. The beginning of impurity is like the 
letting in of water: it soon comes in as a flood, 
and is very hard to get out again. The beginning 
is the all-important point. 

But does not the word ‘ abstain’ suggest other 
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kinds of abstinence? I think so. The indulgence 
of one lust often strengthens the power of another. 
Some one has said that ‘sin is an endless chain.’ 
Thus the man who is tempted to sins of the flesh 
should eat very moderately. He should abstain 
from such pleasant and exciting food as will heat 
the blood—as do, for instance, rich and highly- 
seasoned dishes. Animal food should be avoided 
altogether, and when this does not seem possible 
it should never be taken more than once a day. 
Food should not be taken late at night, except of 
the lightest, such as oatmeal in milk and water, 
or a cup of weak cocoa and toasted bread. And 
at all tables, in all things, eat moderately, never 
seeking to be satisfied, but rather to take just as 
much as is needed, and no more, in order to 
preserve life and strength. 

Avoid the appearance of evil. Abstain from 
looking at, or reading, anything which appeals 
to the appetites. No matter what it is, except it 
come in the path of positive duty, turn away from 
it at all costs. Your mind is the window of your 
soul. If you look for, and look on, what is not 
pure, then what is not pure will apply of its own 
accord to be looked at, and will soon demand an 
entrance at the door. In nothing does the eye 
more quickly influence the whole body than in this 
matter. There is, indeed, a subtle connection be- 
tween the lust of the eye and the lusts of the flesh. 
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2. Pray.—Prayer is a guardian of the soul, 
nay, of the whole man. The life of prayer, the 
Spirit of prayer, the love of prayer, the act of 
prayer. When travellers by night would rest in 
safety in the depths of forests that are frequented 
by beasts of prey, they light fires around the little 
camp, and the wild animals do not approach. The 
jire keeps them off. Even so the fire of prayer 
ascending from a cleansed heart is the surest 
protection against the creatures of darkness that 
assail both body and soul. 

But by prayer I do not mean merely what 
I call dabs of praying—a minute or two here and 
there in the way—a system of snacks, with seldom 
or never a real meal. I do not mean this; but 
I mean two very different things. 

(a) Real waiting on God in everything: your 
spirit joined to His Spirit; your heart depending 
on His heart; your will united with His will; 
your soul crying out in every irritation and dis- 
appointment, ‘Not my will, but Thine be done,’ 
and your whole being looking up in every tempt- 
ing hour and leaning on Him. ‘Striving in 
prayer; labouring fervently in prayer,’ Paul calls 
it. This fire of desire for God will keep away the 
birds of -prey. One sight of the Cross means 
defeat to your foe. 

(b) I mean also appointed times of intercession. 
Pinch yourself of a little sleep, if you can get them 
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in no other way. Fix the times for them, and 
then do not be robbed of your appointment with 
God on any pretext whatever. Some Officers spend 
a part of a night with Him once a week, in addition 
to other times, and they tell me that this helps to 
a life of victory. God will not be treated like a 
pillar-box into which you drop your letter as you 
rush past to catch the tram. Hemust be enquired 
of with thought and diligence, and this requires 
time. 

8. Work.—Work is a great preserver. Never 
allow yourself an idle moment, never be without 
occupation. Idleness is a sort of commercial 
traveller for the devil. It introduces evil thoughts, 
and clears the way for samples of sin. The idle, 
the easy-going, the nothing-particular-to-do-just- 
now Officer always goes down. Hard work is the 
friend of the soul, the guardian angel of the con- 
science, medicine for the body, and a panoply and 
protection against all sorts of temptation. 

Do not be afraid of being tired out. I some- 
times hear people say ‘I am so tired,’ with as 
much agony and horror as if they had the cholera! 
To be thoroughly weary in every muscle and sinew 
and nerve is a grand experience, and a true help 
to keep the body in its right place. 

Here let me mention exercise and cleanliness. 
They are both necessary. Do not lie about, and 
beware of that ridiculous modern notion that you 
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must ride in ‘a penny ’bus’ wherever possible. 
Plenty of walking about, and plenty of cold-water 
bathing will be good for both body and soul. 
‘ Having our bodies washed with pure water,’ says 
the Apostle; and this is a very important duty. 
Do not forget it, at your peril! I sometimes wish 
that we had kept up Jesus Christ’s special service 
for washing the disciples’ feet! Only, then, I hope 
that some of the disciples I know would bathe 
themselves a little oftener before they came to the 
meeting at which I had to attend to the washing! 

Work, I say, work. Beware of soft things. 
Endure hardness. ‘At it, hard at it, always at 
at. If you can’t sleep at night, get up and set to 
work, or go out for a walk, and look up to God in 
the darkness. If you are sad, work ; you will find 
that work is a brother born for affliction. I am 
sure that it has wiped away more tears than any 
other comforter save God Himself. If you are not 
growing in the perception of Divine things, do some 
more praying or visiting. Go and spend a night 
in the churchyard, and there think of the forgotten 
dead, and remember how soon you will join them. 
Your work will help you to live, and if only that 
work is well done, it will live long after you have 
passed away for ever. 
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XI. 


The Rest of God. 


The heavens and the earth were finished, and all the 
host of them. 

And... God... rested on the seventh day from 
all his work which he had made ; and God blessed the 
seventh day, and sanctified 1t.—Genesis ii. 1, 2, 3. 


Tue work of God in the making and _beautify- 
ing of the world has much in it which foreshadows 
His work in the saving and perfecting of the soul. 
Let us read the first five verses of the first chapter 
of Genesis, and think about them for a moment. 
In the beginning—that is, before the commence- 
ment of the work named in the following verses— 
the earth was without form, and void. It was 
entirely without o7der, and without power in itself, 
‘and darkness was upon the face of the deep.’ 
What a picture of the soul unsaved is this! For 
there, also, in the soul-world, is disorder ; there, 
also, is neither power or will to do right; there, 
also, is darkness upon the deep within. 

And then we read that the Spirat of God moved 
wpon all this confusion, and there was a change. 
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That was the beginning of light and life for the 
world. The working of that same Spirit was also 
the beginning of light and life and love for us. 

And God said, Let there be ight: and there 
was light. He still says the same thing amid 
the gross darkness of sinful hearts, with the same 
blessed results. Ah! when you are tempted to 
despair about the salvation of some poor wreck of 
a soul that is lost in the ruin and darkness of its 
weakness and its sin, call to mind the lovely and 
bounteous earth; and the wondrous sun and sky, 
which God called by a word out of that disorderly 
void. And God saw the light, that it was good, 
He judged His own work, and rejoiced in it. Even 
God finds it good to do good. And then followed the 
sunshine and life, and moving things and flowers, 
and fruit and birds, and all that was needed in 
order to constitute a beautiful and useful world. 
And at last man was made to rule it all ; ‘and God 
rested on the seventh day,’ and that week of 
wonders was ended. 

Everything He did in the course of this 
wonderful process has a lesson for us: every day’s 
labour in the workshop of this owter world, the 
world that is one day to perish, foreshadows some 
of the work which He wants to do in us, in the inner 
world of character, that will never perish. It all 
reveals work that He will go on doing for us until, 
as Adam was formed to rule in the Garden, so the 
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second Adam, our Lord Jesus Himself, shall be 
formed again in us to dwell in our hearts and lives, 
the ruler there of every faculty. These lessons are 
all worthy of our attention, though to-day I can 
only refer to one—the Sabbath of Rest. 

And ...God... rested on the seventh day 
from all his work which he had made; and God 
blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it. 

1. It was the rest of God. He can find it in 
but few of the hearts who know Him. He calls 
many, but few are chosen; He visits many, but 
few desire to have Him as an abiding guest; He 
works in many hearts, but few are prepared in 
purity and separateness to become His dwelling, 
His home, His resting-place. Are you one of 
those? Is your heart a temple, set apart and 
separated from unclean things, and from the world 
and the love of the world, and really made fit for 
the occupation of your Saviour, so that He is able 
to fulfil His great promise, ‘ I will dwell in you, and 
walk in you’ ? 

To come with grace and love, 
And never hence remove. 


Blessed be His Holy Name, that is the Sabbath 
of a full salvation. 

2. But this rest was only entered after the 
work—that is, the will—of God was done. His 
whole purpose had been completed. Hverything 
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was then according to His will. The disorder and 
the darkness were both gone. The earth and the 
sky, the day and the night, the light, the life, the 
order, the beauty and the control, all was as He 
wished ; and He saw all that He had made, and 
He said that ‘it was good.’ And then the rest 
began. 

That is the only way to obtain rest in your 
world. His will must be done in you, as it was 
done in the earth in those first days of that new 
spring time. Your life must be in Him, and His 
in you. Your law must be His wish; your body 
with all its powers must be His, and in His hands, 
as really as was that sweet garden earth in Eden; 
your love must be kept pure and undefiled by the 
presence of His; your will must be linked to His 
for better or for worse, for joy or sorrow, just as 
Adam’s was on that the earth’s first Sunday morn- 
ing. There must be no opposition to Him, no 
differences with Him, no holding back from Him. 
The will of God must be gladly and fully done. 
And then the inward rest of God, the Sabbath of 
the soul, will begin for you. 

There cannot be rest if two wills are con- 
tending—if you are pulling one way, and God is 
calling another ; nor can there be rest if you are 
seeking to work out your own plans while God is 
working out His. That will but bring back the 
old confusion and the old darkness, as at the 
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beginning, and you will go back to the sinning and 
repenting as at the first. The real rest is in His, 
not in our will; in His, and never in our plan. 
When we are really abandoned to do and suffer all 
His will we shall take pleasure in Him, and He will | 
find pleasure in us. 

8. But the law of that Sabbath was the law 
of life and service—of action, not of idleness. 
There was indeed rest, but there was no standing 
still. The inner life of the new world which had 
just been called into being went forward. The 
sun, the stars, the wind, the sea, the dew, the 
- herbs, the trees, the moving creatures, the man— 
yea, even God Himself—each fulfilled their life, 
hour by hour. Nothing stopped growing, nothing 
stopped yielding of its fruits. There was the rest 
of a perfect harmony, but there was no stagna- 
tion. 

So with us: the rest of full salvation—of the 
indwelling God—does not imply that we shall 
grow no more, or know no more. No, no; prayer, 
and faith, and the Bible are just as necessary and 
just as precious, and communion with God is just 
as beautiful and helpful, the lessons of His proyi- 
dence are just as fruitful, while dependence upon 
Him for strength and life and guidance are just as 
real as ever. 

Rest is not quitting the busy career ; 
Rest is the fitting of self to tts sphere. 
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It is rest, but it is still erowth ; it is rest, but it 
is still advance. Are you proving it to be so, my 
dear comrade? You may. This is the ‘new 
creation.’ 

It was after that Sabbath day, too, that God 
brought the animals to Adam to be named. He Him- 
self had previously named the dry land and ocean 
and the great lights ; but now that Adam is to rule, 
it is he who is to call the living creatures by their 
names. And so it is only after we have been enabled 
to receive God as the indwelling Ruler, and after 
we have found rest in Him, that we are at last able 
to know things as they really are; and then par- 
ticularly the material things around us, and the 
animal part of our own world will appear in the 
true light and take its right place. Then we are 
able to call things by their right names, and to give 
them their right uses, and to keep them in their 
proper places. Especially is this promised for us 
-who are Officers, and therefore called upon to 
govern others. Only when we have really come to 
know ourselves, and have really and wisely mastered 
our own world, learned to rule our own spirit, to 
bridle our own tongue, and keep under our own body, 
are we fully fitted to take the rule of other lives. 

4. And this rest seems to have followed im- 
mediately after God gave Eve to Adam. By His 
power He first made her, and then gave her to him 
as a token of love. And as the man was the 
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expression of wisdom and strength, so the woman 
represented purity and love. Thus Eve came, and 
crowned all Adam’s possessions with the happiness 
of love. 

It seems that God saw that all His wonderful — 
world would have been incomplete without love. 
Even Eden itself with all its beauty could not be 
perfect without it. And as with God’s work for 
man, so it is with our work for God. No matter 
how clever we are, no matter how well we arrange 
and rule the people, and push the meetings, and 
raise the money, and keep up the advance, it will 
all be incomplete without love—unfinished and 
-unfruitful without the presence of that God-made 
gift—‘ the greatest thing in the world,’ as it has 
been called. But love will make glad all the rest. 
How are you to get it? From God. As it was in 
the beginning, so it is now and ever shall be—love 
is the gift of God. It is His great gift—it is, 
above all things, His great gift to the Salvation 
Army Officer. Oh, seek it—you shall not seek in 
vain ! 

The rest of a sanctified heart is really the rest 
of love. Love becomes the rule of our lives, 
whether we live or die, work or rest, suffer or re- 
joice. In injury and misunderstanding, when 
suffering from slander or weakness, as well as in 
victory and prosperity, and even in the common 
things of daily life and toil—often so meaningless 
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without this—love fills, surrounds, crowns us, and 
flows out of a heart in which God abides and 
rules ; and God is Love. 

Oh, is it so with you? In the burden and 
worry, amid the humble duties, and especially in 
the little things that try your patience and harass 
you, and seem so useless a part of your discipline, 
is love the answer of your heart? Have you 
proved in your conflicts, both for yourself and for 
others, that 


Love shall be the conqueror 
To bring the glory in. 


It was that it might be so that He created us 
at first. Love is the goal to which He desires to 
bring the whole creation. He made us in His own 
image; we are the work of His hands; His will for 
‘us is the rest of His presence; the rest of His will 
done in us and by us; the rest of always going 
forward and never going backward; the rest of 
victory, the rest of love. 


[This paper was, in the main, suggested by reading Augus- 
time’s thoughts wpon the same subject.) 
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XII. 
Evil-speaking and Leprosy. 
And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses because 
of the Ethiopian woman whom he had married: for 
he had married an Ethiopian woman. And they said, 


Hath the Lord indeed spoken only by Moses ? hath he 
_ not spoken also by us ? 

And the Lord heard it... 

And the Lord spake suddenly unto Moses, and unto 
Aaron, and unto Miriam, Come out ye three unto the 
tabernacle of the congregation. And they three came 
out.—Numbers xii. 1, 2 and 4. 


Tuts is a striking instance of the peril of that very 
cowardly and very common sin—evil-speaking. 
We are not told precisely what position Miriam 
held in Israel, although we know that she was the 
sister of Moses. It is evident, also, from the 
leading part she took in the national rejoicing after 
the passage of the Red Sea, that she was a person 
of considerable influence, if not of authority ; while 
her brother Aaron was, we know, the High Priest, _ 
chosen by God Himself to help Moses and to 
minister in the Tabernacle. That a man and 
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woman of such importance in the nation, 80 
eminent for the services they had already rendered 
to God,’and so closely associated with Moses— 
Miriam had watched him with a sister’s care as 
he lay in the cradle among the bulrushes—should 
be capable of ‘speaking against’ him, is, indeed, 
surprising and almost incredible. It appears not 
only to be wicked, but, in view of all the circum- 
stances, it seems also so very foolish. Well may 
the wise man say, He that uttereth slander is a 
fool. 

Moses had married out of Israel. His wife, we 
are told, was a woman from Midian, and, in some 
way of which we are not informed, trouble had 
arisen between her and Miriam—or, at any rate, 
between Moses and Miriam on her account. This 
personal dispute, whatever it was, had apparently 
been decided against Miriam; and, as so often 
happens in such cases nowadays, the purely 
private difference was allowed to enter into more 
important matters and to touch with its evil 
influence sacred things. Miriam spoke against 
Moses, calling in question his special authority, 
and, in short, manifesting towards him the bad 
feeling—that venom of the heart—which is the 
very life and soul of slander. 

Now, I have consulted various authorities on 
this passage, and I find a general opinion that 
Miriam and Aaron were anxious to share with 
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Moses in the government and authority that rested 
upon him, and that this was the secret of the 
unhappy business. I do not think so. I do not 
believe that Miriam had any such far-reaching or 
courageous thoughts in her head. I fear that she 
was a much smaller-minded person than the com- 
mentators suppose, and that the root of her sin was 
to be found in vexation about some paltry quarrel 
in which Mrs. Moses and herself were principally 
concerned. In her annoyance, she went off to 
Aaron, who evidently sympathised with her. It is 
wonderful how well slanderers of all sorts know 
who will listen to their tales ; and they, Miriam and 
Aaron together, bad making bad worse, began to 
speak against Moses. 

Amongst the words which we learn were actually 
used, the Scripture records: ‘ Hath the Lord spoken 
only by Moses? hath He not spoken also by us?’ 
If the words had been employed in the same spirit 
and circumstances to-day, they would probably 
have been something like this: ‘ After all, Moses is 
not the only good man in the world. And it is 
evident that he makes mistakes, like other people. 
We are as much led by God as he is. Talk about 
his wisdom! why, look at this woman he has married 
and brought in amongst us, who is not even one of 
his own nation, and who influences his actions 
towards us. Suppose that he did lead us through 
the Red Sea, is that any reason why we should 
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stand this foreigner? Has not the Lord revealed 
His will by us also?’ And then the history goes 
on, ‘And the Lord heard it.’ 

1. The Lord heard it. What a startling truth 
is there! The Lord! Wuata uistener! Seated 
in the High Priest’s private tent, talking over their 
grievances against their old leader, and fanning 
their dislike for his strange wife, how snug and 
quiet and confidential it must have seemed! 
‘Mind,’ I can fancy I hear Aaron saying, as he 
looked round to see that the curtains were closely 
drawn over the doorway (for he is grown a little 
cautious since that sad affair of the golden calf)— 
‘Mind, I would not say it to anyone else, Miriam— 
at any rate, not till we see how things go on; but 
I agree with you that it is time something was 
done. Only we must be careful, very careful. I 
should not like him to hear about this. Of 
course, he has done a great work in his time, and, 
no doubt, if left to himself, things would be very 
different now ; but, as you say, he is influenced by 
Zipporah ; and—well, it’s a great shame, and you 
have my fullest sympathy ’"—and so forth, and so 
forth. es 

All so quiet, and so very private, and so safe! 
But was it? Was there nota third person present ? 
Alas! Miriam, Miriam, although you drew the 
curtains close, the Lord heard your bitter words. 
Ah, Aaron !—you who were appointed for the very 
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purpose of helping and upholding Moses—you of 
whom men would never have heard so much as 
your poor name outside your own farmyard but 
for this man you are slandering! Oh, Aaron! 
there is some one listening to the gentle, cautious, 
honeyed words as they fall from your traitorous 
tongue. Ah! you did not notice Him—but the 
Lord heard it. 

The Lord always hears. There is not an evil 
word but He catches it. There is not a slander 
spoken against His servants that He misses. The 
words that were uttered in whispers—the sedition 
that came of a breath spoken in the inner chamber 
—the Lord heard them. The calumny that was 
passed on under a solemn promise never to tell 
any one—the Lord heard it. The disagreeable jest 
that made such good fun, at some one else’s expense, 
for some evil-minded acquaintance—the Lord heard 
it. The stray word that was thrown into the con- 
versation just to carry the little false impression 
—so clever, so simple, so natural it was, that it 
was only just understood—the Lord heard it. The 
suggestion—not exactly about that person directly, 
but about his work, or his wife, or son, or daughter, 
or Lieutenant, but so discreetly put that without 
appearing spiteful it was really injurious to himn— 
the Lord heard it. Let slanderers remember, He 
always hears. Let them take heed. 

- But why should it concern Him so nearly what 
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the complaining and discontented say? He who 
inhabits eternity, who maketh the heavens a 
curtain, and the earth His footstool, why should 
He attend to the tattle of tale-bearers? For two 
reasons: First, that such complaints are really 
complaints against Him. This is His world. 
Some one has well said that slanders on His ser- 
vants, and complaints against His providence, are 
really against ‘the head of the house.’ And this 
is particularly true of evil-speaking about those 
whom He has placed in authority in His Kingdom. 
Of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, if is said that 
‘they strove agaist Moses when they strove 
against the Lord.’ Second, because, in judging 
men, He has said that He will take into account 
their words as well as their deeds. He sets great 
store by what people say. ‘But I say unto you,’ 
said Jesus, ‘that every idle word that men shall 
speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of 
judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be justi- 
fied, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.’ 
We will not, therefore, be anxious when men 
speak against us. It is really very foolish to worry 
about it—the Lord knows what is going on, He 
hears it all—let us leave our cause with Him. 
Nothing that we can do in our own defence will be 
half so effective as what He will do, if we trust Him 
and go on with His work, assured that He knows. 
2. The Lord took action wm consequence of 
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what He heard. When Miriam and Aaron had 
finished speaking, He suddenly spoke, and brought 
them face to face with the man they were slan- 
dering. What a surprise! What a humiliating 
experience for Aaron! What a painful ordeal for — 
Miriam! What an effective extinguisher for their 
little plot! Ab, and what an opportunity for 
Moses! 

Now, something of the same kind of Divine 
interposition frequently happens in the experience 
of Salvation Army Officers. I do not say that the 
exact details are always repeated, or that disclosure 

always follows as here so quickly on the heels of 
slander ; but, nevertheless, there is ample evidence 
that God abundantly looks after us in this matter 
by bringing to our knowledge, in the most unex- 
pected manner, what is being said to injure us and 
retard our work. Again and again this has hap-- 
pened in my own case. By means I had no idea 
of—indeed, through the most unlikely channels— 
I have come to know what has been said in secret, 
not only about me, but about my comrades and 
about The Army, and have been able, as a conse- 
quence, to forestall the enemy or to rescue the prey 
from his hands. 

At other times, I have observed how evil- 
speaking has defeated its own ends by suddenly 
coming out into the open. It was powerful while 
it lurked in secret: it became. powerless the 
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moment that it came into the light. Slander is, in 
fact, a kind of pestilence that walketh in darkness, 
spreading its foul contagion by whispers and in- 
nuendoes, shady tales, doubtful hearsays, and the 
under chatter of spite and hatred. While it can 
run its course amid such favourable surroundings, 
it is often dangerous; the moment it is compelled 
to face the day, and the slanderers can be tracked, 
and tackled with the truth, it loses much of its 
attraction and most of its power. 

If, then, this is God’s way of dealing with evil- 
speaking, it can, I think, be usefully adopted by 
you, by all. Be no party to any evil-speaking 
about any one; resolutely refuse to listen to a word 
that is unkind until you have made it clear that 
you will report everything to the person con- 
demned, and bring his slanderers to repeat their 
story before his face. Make no exception to this 
rule; have done with the whole pestilential 
business except on these terms. Do unto others 
as you would that they should do unto you. 

And the anger of the Lord was kindled 
against them... and, behold, Miriam became 
leprous, white as snow. ... And Aaron said 
unto Moses, Alas, my lord, I beseech thee, lay 
not the sin wpon us, wherein we have done 
foolishly, and wherein we have sinned. Let 
her not be as one dead. 

It was, indeed, a terrible visitation for Miriam ; 

if 
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and while Aaron’s confession, horror, and distress 
are highly creditable to him, they show also how 
fully at last he realised his own as well as 
Miriam’s sin. Their disgrace was in proportion to 
their former pride. 

There was, it seems to me, a peculiar fitness 
in the punishment which here befell Miriam, for 
leprosy necessitates entire separation from all the 
ordinary associations of life: a leper is excluded 
from business, friends, and home—all must go. 
At one stroke, therefore, her opportunity to speak 
any more against Moses is gone for ever, unless 
-God should intervene and cure her. Imagine her 
shame and agony! Aaron feels it, and, smarting, 
no doubt, with a sense of his own share in the 
wrong he should have condemned, he pleads for 
her; but she is silent about herself—a speechless 
leper ! 

And, depend upon it, God still visits those who 
speak against His people; and the most fearful of 
His judgments upon them is the injury that follows 
to their own souls. Nothing more quickly infects 
the whole man with the poison of doubt and 
hatred—the very spirit of hell- itself—than this 
practice of evil-speaking. It tarnishes everything 
it touches and blackens what it cannot consume. 
It fosters selfishness, destroys sympathy, and kills 
love outright. Talk against one man long enough, 
and you will come to hate all men; and then all 
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men will shun you like a leper. Allow the spirit 
of slander to take possession of your heart, and 
the joy and sweetness will all go out of your life. 

This leprosy, like the other, makes its victims 
supremely wretched. I should think that no 
human trials can compare in misery with the 
self-torment of wrong-doers. Verily, ‘The way of 
transgressors is hard.’ Envy and jealousy alone 
could make one soul wretched enough to infect 
heaven itself with woe. Do not imagine that it is 
a happy thing to go about the world speaking evil. 
Better by far to be the slandered than to be the 
slanderer. 

8. Moses, in lis treatment of this matter, 
set a fine example for us in dealing with those 
who wrong us in a@ similar way. The moment 
that Aaron, speaking for both Miriam and him- 
self, confessed their sin, Moses began to pray for 
Miriam: ‘Heal her now, O God, I beseech thee!’ 
I have often thought of this incident when dealing 
with ex-Officers who have slandered The Army and 
have afterwards come asking for our forgiveness, 
as well as when I have heard Officers condemned 
for treating so kindly Soldiers and others who had 
spoken evil of them. I have always felt that the 
true Salvationist could well afford to follow Moses; 
and, even when I have had to do it at the risk of 
grieving some good people, J have tried to act upon 
this principle. 


H 2 
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The attack had been made on Moses personally, 
and apparently about a personal matter—‘ that 
woman’ was the occasion of it; yet Moses said 
no word concerning himself. There was no need 


to do so— 
When it concerns Jumself, 
Who's angry at a slander, makes tt true. 


There is not a trace of reproach or of personal 
feeling of any kind in his speech or prayer. He 
was evidently thinking more of Miriam than of 
himself. ‘ Lord, heal her now,’ he prays ; and the 
Lord was moved by his prayer to act in mercy. 
It is virtue, not vengeance, that we see in Moses. 
Oh, never let any injury done to you or those 
dear to you prevent you praying for those who do 
it. Hven when they are—must be—‘ put out of 
camp,’ like Miriam, pray for them still. Even 
when the leprosy has made them marked men, 
and, for your own soul’s sake, you must needs shun 
them, you can pray for them; and your prayer 
can—and will—be, ‘Heal them now, O God!’ 


Iol 


AIIl. 
Sitting in the Stocks. 


Thus saith the Lord, Go and get a potter’s earthen 
bottle, and take of the ancients of the people, and of the 
ancients of the priests ; and go forth wnto the valley of 
the son of Hinnom, which is by the entry of the east gate, 
and proclaim there the words that I shall tell thee... . 
Then shalt thou break the bottle in the sight of the men 
that go with thee, and shalt say unto them, Thus saith 
the Lord of hosts: Even so will I break this people 
and this city, as one breaketh a potter’s vessel, that 
cannot be made whole again: and they shall bwry them 
in Tophet, till there be no place to bury.—Jeremiah xix. 
i210, 11, 

Now Pashur the son of Immer the priest, who was 
also chief governor in the house of the Lord, heard that 
Jeremiah prophesied these things. Then Pashur smote 
Jeremiah the prophet, and put him in the stocks that 
were in the high gate of Benjamin, which was by the 
house of the Lord. ... Then said Jeremiah, ... O Lord, 
thou hast deceived me, and I was decewed: thou art 
stronger than I, and hast prevailed: I am im derision 
daily, every one mocketh me. ... Cursed be the day 
wherein I was born: let not the day wherein my mother 
bare me be blessed... . Then I said, I will not make 
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mention of him, nor speak any more in his name.— 
Jeremiah xx. 1,2; 7,14; 9. 


Or all the trials of Salvation Army Officers, the 
greatest—except those which arise from failures 
in their own spiritual experience—are the disap- 
pointing results of much of their work. I doubt 
very much whether there are now, or have 
been in the past, any exceptions to thisrule. At 
any rate, I have not met with any. On the 
other hand, I frequently meet with Officers who are 
tempted to think that they alone are ever called to 
pass through such fierce conflicts, and to face such 
surprising disappointments. The higher their 
consecration, and the more manifest their own 
integrity, the greater they feel is the mystery that 
they should see so little success in some of their 
work, and that at times they should be subject to 
such temptation and depression. 

Now I think that the experience of Jeremiah, 
that wonderful Prophet of God, to which this 
passage refers, may afford us some help and 
cheer for such dark times. 

Under the type or figure of breaking a pot- 
ter’s earthen jar or bottle, Jeremiah had, by the 
command of God, in the presence of the princes 
and elders of the people, declared and illustrated 
the coming destruction of Jerusalem on account of 
its sin, As he broke the bottle, after uttering the 
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most awful words, he cried out: ‘Thus saith the 
Lord, Even so will I break this people and this 
city. On hearing about this, the priest, who 
was governor of the Temple, at once arrested the 
Prophet, and put him in the stocks ; which probably 
means that Jeremiah was chained up where the 
passers-by could see him in his humiliation and 
distress. He felt it acutely. ‘Iam,’ he said, ‘in 
derision daily, every one mocketh me.’ I do not 
know of anything more touching in the life of any 
of the great Hebrew prophets than this picture of 
Jeremiah, just after his bold condemnation of the 
people’s sin and his impassioned announcement 
of God’s coming judgments, fastened up like a 
common felon at the gate of the Temple, exposed 
to the contempt of his own congregation and to the 
derision of every hater of the truth. It is hardly 
to be surprised at that he thought himself aban- 
doned both by God and man. 

Let us, then, consider the lessons to be derived 
from this strange experience. 

1. It is evident from this history that the 
messages of God are not always acceptable to 
those to whom He sends them. The very people 
who should have repented in sackcloth and ashes, 
as soon as they heard Jeremiah’s message, crying 
out to God for His merey on Jerusalem while yet 
there was time, were found persecuting him for 
speaking the truth, and trying both to close his 
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lips and to break his heart. Instead of rallying 
to the side of the truth, they begin to abuse the 
Prophet who had declared it, seeking to make him 
appear ridiculous in the eyes of the people, and 
to effectively shut their ears and hearts against 
him. 

Something of the same kind frequently happens 
in the experience of many faithful Officers. They 
enter upon an appointment with the clearest con- 
viction of God’s approval; they deliver the message 
of God with confidence ; they seek to be brave in 
declaring the truth as they understand it; they 
-go forth clothed by the spirit of love and grace ; 
and yet for weeks, or perhaps months, all they 
seem to achieve is to create in the people to whom 
they have been sent a strong, unreasonable dislike 
to them personally. Those for whose salvation 
they would shed their own blood mistrust them, 
turn away from them, and at last misrepresent 
and talk against them, and, in short, set them in 
the stocks. The result is, that under such circum- 
stances Officers often feel as they view the failure of 
their work what Jeremiah felt when he said, ‘I am 
in derision daily—all my familiars (companions) 
watch for my halting. Report, say they, we will 
report it.’ This is, indeed, a strange and bitter 
experience, and yet it has at times fallen to the lot 
of many of God’s bravest and holiest and most 
triumphant servants. 
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2. [tvs apparent also that the word of the 
Lord, especially to sinners and backsliders, even 
when spoken under His direct command and 
under the most favourable circumstances, is not 
always immediately fruitful in bringing about 
the repentance of those who hear it. 

Here was, undoubtedly, a Divine message ; here 
was a recognised Prophet of God qualified to deliver 
it ; and truly it was delivered under circumstances 
of the most impressive character. Taking the 
bottle in his hands, Jeremiah, at the crisis of his 
spoken words, and amidst the solemn influence 
which they had produced, smashed it in the sight 
of the people, sending a deep thrill of dread as 
well as of conviction through the hearts of the 
guilty and backslidden priests. But that was all. 
Nothing more happened. The word of God seemed 
bound. No evidence was manifest of repentance in 
any heart. Nobody cried out, ‘O Jeremiah, pray 
for me!’ Nota soul stood up to confess sin or to 
acknowledge the justice of the awful doom that 
God had just pronounced upon them and their 
children and their land. Not one was willing to 
fly from the coming wrath. 

Well, have we not often to pass through a 
similar experience? Do we not, also, often hear 
the voice of God commanding us to declare the 
awful truth about sin and sinners? Do we not in 
the facts around us often see visions of the things 
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which are unseen; and do we not, by figure or 
picture or allegory, try to illustrate before men’s 
eyes the frightful smash which God is preparing 
for their false hopes and lying pretences and wicked 
lives? And then, after we have done our utmost to 
arouse them, have we not often to mourn, just as 
Jeremiah mourned, that we can get nofurther with 
them, or, at any rate, with the great majority ? 

On a recent evening, after speaking to about 
twelve hundred people of their sin for an hour, I 
saw them for another twenty-five minutes mani- 
festly struggling against the truth. The hall was 
. hot and crowded, the hour was late, the occasion 
was in no way attractive, and yet no one seemed 
able to move, while amid-the stillness which so 
often accompanies deep conviction, we waited on 
and pleaded for decision. It was exactly as if the 
Word of God was received and believed without a 
question, as if the messenger was acknowledged to 
be from Him, as if conscience gave an unqualified 
assent to the truth ; and yet we could get no further 
—the Word of God seemed bound. It is true that 
later in the evening we had fifteen seekers, but, as 
for the great bulk of the audience, the message 
brought no immediate fruit. Yes, as it was with 
Jeremiah, so it often is with us. Well might he 
weep and lament! Well might he be called ‘ the 
weeping Prophet.’ Perhaps we may justly give 
ourselves up to a little more genuine sorrow over 
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the sins and heaviness of the people and the 
disappointments of our Lord. 

3. Faithful dealing with sin often brings 
God’s true messengers into sore trial and personal 
sorrow. 

Imagine what a sudden blow this trial was for 
the Prophet. He had gone forth, after such a 
definite command from God, and with such a tre- 
mendous message, The words that he had been 
commissioned to pronounce were, perhaps, the most 
terrible that had ever been heard from human 
lips. Nothing more dreadful can well be imagined. 
His warnings were against all classes, from the 
kings and princes, who were to perish, down to the 
poor people, who in their dire agony would, he 
said, some day eat the flesh of their own sons 
and daughters! It was a great, a searching, an 
overwhelming prophecy, and Jeremiah felt the 
righteousness and majesty of an offended God were 
behind him. And then, all at once, he is brought 
low. ‘All that fine talk,’ the people would say, 
‘where is it now? Here is the man that was 
going to put us all right and bring God down on 
the wickedness of the city, and all the rest of it. 
Look at him now! Where are the signs of his 
prophetic office? Why, he cannot even keep 
himself from harm.’ 

Ah, Jeremiah! we know a little how you felt. 
Has it not been our bitter experience also? Have 
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we not suffered something of the shame and agony 
which fell to you, when our expectations have come 
to nothing, and when our plans to get the city 
awakened, or the Corps built up, or some soul 
rescued from its sin, have all gone to water, and it 
has seemed as though in reality God Himself has 
left us? Yes, I say, we, Salvation Army Officers, 
know. Alas, alas! God has sometimes allowed 
us the same dark hours. Many of our highest 
ambitions have just faded like a wreath of smoke on 
a stormy day, and some of our most earnest and 
toilsome work for God and souls has crumbled 
~ away almost before we could finish it, leaving us 
amongst the ruins, sitting in the stocks, and sorely 
tempted, like poor old Jeremiah, to curse the day 
on which we were born. 

But, then, why should we complain? Is the 
servant above his lord? And the prophets of 
to-day, shall they fly before the difficulties which 
have come upon the prophets of the past? God 
forbid. We will not run away, neither will we 
repine. 

4. The best and greatest of God’s servants are 
tempted sore in such times of disappointment and 
hardship to give up the work and abandon their 
high vocation. 

There can be no mistake about the severity 
of Jeremiah’s temptation. He was almost over- 
whelmed. His feet nearly slipped. He almost 
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became a castaway. Listen to his sad words: 
O Lord, Thou hast deceived me—that is, I trusted 
in Thy protection and approval, and here I am left 
to the mercy of cruel circumstances, because the 
word of the Lord was made a reproach unto me, 
and a derision daily. That is, they said to him, 
‘ Jeremiah, where is all the evil which you said was 
coming ?’ making mock of the word that God had 
told him to speak. ‘Cursed,’ he goes on, ‘be the 
day wherein I was born. . . . Wherefore came I 
forth out of the womb to see labour and sorrow, 
that my days should be consumed with shame ?’ 
‘Then I said, I will not make mention of the Lord, 
nor speak any more in his name.’ Was it nota 
terrible time for Jeremiah ? 
And have you not had similar trials? If 
Satan whispered such suggestions of unfaithfulness 
and despair to this grand old Prophet, is it any 
wonder that he says something like it to you? 
Have you not also cried out in your haste, ‘ The 
Lord has failed me; I trusted in Him, I obeyed 
His call, I delivered His message, and here I 
am, left to help myself, rejected by the people, 
misunderstood by my superiors, and forgotten by 
God’? Have you not said at such times that it 
was a mistake that you came in as an Officer at 
all? Have you not, in your heart, if not with your 
lips, sometimes even crossed over the line, as 
Jeremiah crossed it, and said, ‘It is no use, [ 
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cannot go on with my work; I cannot remain an 
Officer ; I will not speak any more in His name’ ? 

Ah, dear comrade, whether you are an old and 

experienced Officer or a young Lieutenant, do not, 
I beseech you, be surprised that the devil hates | 
you; that difficulties confront you ; that disappoint- 
ments and persecutions fall to your lot; and that, 
as if this were not enough, amidst them all you 
have to fight a sore battle with your own nature, 
and with Satan’s furious efforts to get you to give 
up the holy mission to which your God has called 
you, and to speak no more in His name. 
But Jeremiah soon relented. It was a sign 
that he was a true prophet that he was tempted to 
give up. And it was much more a sign that he 
was a true prophet that he was obliged to cry out: 
But His word was in mine heart as a burning fire 
shut nm my bones, and I was weary with forbear- 
ing, and I could not stay. Yes, that is it. It 
was not merely that he had taken possession of the 
Word of God, but that the Word of God had taken 
possession of him. It was in him; it was like an 
inextinguishable fire in his bones; it was a part of 
his very life, and he could not—at any rate, for 
very long—he really could not stay. 

Blessed be God, Who has called us in The 
Army, we know what that means also! Oh, then, 
let us hold on to our duty! Ever on! It is not 
difficulties which spoil men. It is not defeats 
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which really ruin those who have been called to 
speak in His name. It is not devils that silence 
them. It is not even temptations to selfishness 
which destroy them. What does overthrow some 
of them is going back on God—going back on their 
own vows and stifling His Word in their own 
hearts; doing violence to the Holy Ghost, and 
silencing the inward voice—the Living Word 
which He has given them to declare to the souls 
of men. Omy God, do Thou save us from this 
great peril—from this great sin! How God really 
feels, and how He will really act towards the 
Prophet who has thus received His Word, and in 
spite of it goes back into silence, and gives up the 
lofty mission of speaking in His name, is solemnly 
declared for us by another Prophet in the following 
words: ‘So thou, O son of man, I have set thee 
a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore 
thou shalt hear the Word at My mouth, and warn 
them from me. When I say unto the wicked, 
O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; mr THov Dost 
NOT SPEAK TO WARN THE WICKED FROM HIS WAY, 
that wicked man shall die in his iniquity ; but 
his blood will I require at thine hand.’ 
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XIV. 
Lot.—The Spirit of Compromise. 


And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain 
of Jordan, that it was well watered every where, before 
the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the 
garden of the Lord. ... Then Lot chose him all the plain 
of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east : and they separated 
themselves the one from the other. Abram dwelt in the 
land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain, 
and pitched his tent toward Sodom. 

But the men of Sodom were wicked, and sinners be- 
fore the Lord exceedingly.—Genesis xiii. 10-18. 

And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and 
Lot satin the gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose 
up to meet them ; and he bowed himself with his face 
toward the ground: ... And the men said unto Lot, 
Hast thou here any besides ? son in law, and thy sons, 
and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city 
bring them out of this place: For we will destroy this 
place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the 
face of the Lord; and the Lord hath sent us to destroy 
it... . And when the morning arose, then the angels 
hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two 
daughters, which are here; lest thou be consumed in 
the wmquity of the city.—Genesis xix. 1, 12, 18, 15. 


Lor was a failure, and the secret of that failure 
seems to have been twofold. On the one hand, he 
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never really separated himself from the world, and, 
on the other, he appears to have had little personal 
reliance upon God. While of Abraham it is said 
that he watked with God, we are told again and 
again of Lot that he went with Abraham. Lot is 
an example of those ‘ who take right steps because 
others take them, who make sacrifices because 
others do so, rather than because God bids them.’ 
They have no root in themselves, and their second- 
hand religion is therefore a feeble thing only last- 
ing foratime. After a while, for one reason or 
another, the Lots always go away from the 
Abrahams. The form of godliness, no matter how 
attractive it seems, without the power is a weari- 
some business. And so it came about that ‘ Lot 
lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, 
that it was well watered everywhere, even like the 
garden of the Lord,’ and he chose him all the plain 
of Jordan. Both he and his flocks forthwith went 
off to Sodom, the central city of the fertile plains. 
Abraham was consoled in this separation ; and the 
ingratitude it implied by the promise that he re- 
ceived from God immediately after—‘ for,’ said the 
Lord, ‘all the land—to tux will I give it, and to 
thy seed for ever.’ Thus, while Lot chose the 
present plenty and security, Abraham obtained the 
promise Which was to last for ever. Lot, as we 
see, lifted up his eyes on the rich ‘ plain of Jordan,’ 
but Abraham, thinking of higher things than 
I 
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crowded sheep-folds and fat pastures, thinking less 
of momentary gains and more of lasting blessings, 
looked ‘ on the heaven,’ and telling the number of 
the stars, received from God the promise of a new 
nation which should influence the world, and give | 
men the Messiah, the Sin-bearer of the Race. 

Lot’s history, in spite of the differénce between 
then and now, appears to me to be a very instruc- 
tive study for these days. Among other lessons, 
this story shows: (1) That no man can serve two 
masters ; (2) That compromise is not the way to 
make the world better; and (3) That in the end, 
even though saved by ‘ the skin of the teeth,’ hal/- 
and-half loses all. 

1. Lot really tried to serve two masters and 
fatled. Soon after he had settled down in Sodom, 
war broke out between its people and an adjoining 
tribe ; and Lot, as a new comer, feeling that now 
his interests were largely theirs, felt it necessary 
to join with the army of Sodom. After its defeat, 
he and his goods were captured by the enemy. It 
is ever so. If you give the world an inch by way 
of approval or support it will soon take an ell. 
‘The friendship of the world is enmity with God.’ 
Now, when Abraham heard of Lot’s capture he 
gathered a considerable force of his own servants 
and marched to rescue him, though he might 
reasonably have said, ‘Serve him right; what 
business had he to help the ungodly ?’ But there 
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is no such word in the history—Lot’s mistakes and 
backslidings have not altered Abraham, who values 
him, notwithstanding his personal unkindness, 
even more than he did before, now that he is in 
the hands of the foe. So should you thus value 
those who have wandered away from your care, 
even though there be something of self-will and 
unkindness in their leaving you. 

Abraham, after a fine pursuit and a hard battle 
recovered Lot and all he had, but Lot returned 
again to Sodom to-try once more for the approval 
of the two masters. What a contrast is this to 
Abraham’s spirit! When the King of Sodom, by 
way of a recompense for the great service he had 
rendered in delivering Lot, offered him some of the 
spoils, he answered, ‘I will not take from a thread 
even to a shoe-latchet.’ This is the grand inde- 
pendence of faith—the fearless acknowledgment 
that one master’s rewards are enough and more 
than enough, and that though he had saved Lot, — 
Abraham would have nothing to do with either the 
world or its gifts. For even as Lot’s failure flowed 
from his trying to mia God and Sodom, so Abra- 
ham’s success came of his seeking God and seeking 
Him alone. 

2. Compromise with the world will not make 
it any better.—Lot threw away his life, his family, 
and his fortune, all to no purpose, for he did no 
good in Sodom. He made no convert to Jehovah 

12 
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there. He lost his wife, ruined his daughters, 
vexed his own soul, only escaping destruction by a 
hair’s-breadth, and yet Sodom was no better for it 
all. So it ever is—compromise with the world 
always fails. It pulls down the man who proposes 
it, and never raises up any oneelse. Beware! It 
often seems very reasonable to make concessions— 
for the sake of peace; it was Lot’s wish to avoid 
the quarrelling of his servants with those of Abra- 
ham, that led him first to think of Sodom—‘I am 
not called,’ Lot would say, ‘for the sake of the 
flocks, to sacrifice everything for Abraham and his 
servants ;’ and you are not called, the devil will 
say, to do so for the sake of The Army. But 
concessions to the world are like the concessions of 
a lamb to the hungry lion, or the concessions made 
by.a wounded soldier to the vulture hovering over 
the battlefield—they spell ruin and death. ‘Who 
knows,’ Lot could argue, ‘ but that I may, by kind- 
ness and a good example, win over some of the 
Sodomites to righteousness, and thus save a whole 
city from destruction.’ But it all failed, and he 
only made them despise him at last. ‘ Stand back,’ 
they said, when he would restrain their wickedness, 
‘are you a judge?’ Indeed, so far from listening 
to his remonstrances, they would have killed him, 
had it not been for the angels who pulled him into 
the house, for ‘he seemed to them as one that 
mocked.’ 
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And, alas, how weak and pluckless Lot had be- 
come! Doubtless he did not see what he was 
doing—the spirit of compromise often makes tts 
victims blind before their destruction comes upon 
them. Think of a man who feared God offering to 
sacrifice the purity of his two daughters, in order to 
secure a few hours’ peace for the angels! Where 
is his faith in God? Where is his courage ? 
Where his manhood? All are gone; sold to the 
world for the sake of a house and a living! Ah, 
do we not know some modern Lots? All their 
daring and faith gone—dwelling in the plains of 
business prosperity, within comfortable homes, or 
good situations, holding popular positions, or draw- 
ing big salaries; but who, with all these well- 
watered lands can give them, are poor, miserably 
poor, and lonely, ease-loving, unfruitful Lots all the 
same! For some doubtful gain, they forsook 
Abraham and the highway of faith, and compro- 
mised; and now they have become but shadows 
of their former selves; and, alas, alas, Sodom is 
Sodom still; and the fire is coming! 

8. But you will remind me that Lot was saved ! 
Yes, indeed, so he was, in a way, but only barely 
saved, by ‘ the skin of his teeth,’ as Job puts it, and 
even then God had to work a miracle for his sake. 
Those angels had a tremendous struggle to get him 
out from Sodom atall, and, as it was, he lingered so 
that his wife actually looked back and was swiftly 
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destroyed. And even, at the last moment, Lot 
pleaded for Zoar, one of the small but evil places 
associated in some way or other with Sodom and 
Gomorrah, which God had apparently purposed 
also to destroy. ‘ Let me escape thither,’ he says, 
‘4s it not a little one?’ Oh, these cruel, cursed, 
devilish, damning ‘little things’! Oh, the power 
and the love of the world, when once it has laid 
hold of the human heart! Here, when all but life 
is lost, when the very heavens are lurid with the 
flaming storm of coming ruin, Lot is clinging just 
to this little thing. He cannot have Sodom, that, 
“at last, is clear, and so he pleads for Zoar. Perhaps 
it was for his children’s sake—if so, he soon proved 
that compromise curses the children. If he had 
only let Zoar go, and, escaping to the mountains, 
had cast himself upon God, he might have been 
saved from that last crowning shame which befell 
him and them. Oh, my comrades, would to God 
that we would learn this lesson! Oh, have you 
anything to do with any Sodom? KEscape for thy 
life, from it and its treasures; look not back; 
tarry not in all the plain; lest thou be consumed, 
or be tempted into some half-way house like 
Zoar, some accursed place, though it be a little 
one. Little sins have long stings. 

Yes, Lot was saved, | admit ; but what a wreck 

of a life was his! His flocks; his well-watered 
lands; his home (at Zoar he had to dwell in a 
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cave!) ; his wealth; his servants ; his sons-in-law ; 

his wife ; his wasted years, all perished! Failure 

is written above every chapter of his history, and 

all is explained by the fact that he was a poor, 

half-and-half, lingering, compromising soul. 
Remember Lot ! 
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XV. 


‘The Iron did Swim? 


And the sons of the prophets said unto Elisha, Behold 
now, the place where we dwell with thee rs too strait for 
us. Let us go, we pray thee, unto Jordan, and take 
thence every man a beam, and let us make us a place 
there, where we may dwell. And he answered, Go ye. 

- And one said, Be content, I pray thee, and go with thy 
servants. And.he answered, I will go. So he went with 
them. And when they came to Jordan, they cut down 
wood. But as one was felling a beam, the axe-head fell 
into the water: and he cried, and said, Alas, master ! 
for w% was borrowed. And the man of God said 
Where fell it? And he shewed him the place. And 
he cut down a stick, and cast it in thither ; and the iron 
did swim. Therefore said he, Take it up to thee. And 
he put owt his hand, and took it.—2 Kings vi. 1-7. 


Tuts is a simple incident of every-day life. One 
of Klisha’s young men was felling a tree that was 


required for the erection of a new Training Home, = 
when his axe-head flew off, and dropped into the “ 
stream near by which he was at work. The youth ~ 
at once expressed regret, especially because the axe ~ 


was not his own: ‘Alas, master! for it was bo 
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rowed.’ Asking where it fell, Elisha took a stick 
and cast that also into the stream, when lo! the 
axe-head immediately rose to the surface, and the 
young man stretched out his hand and took it. 
‘The iron did swim.’ 

The tron did swim. This was, of course, a 
miracle ; that is to say, it was an event contrary to 
the established and well-known course of things, 
and it was such an event wrought by the immediate 
power of God. 

A miracle is the testimony of God; it is His 
own special witness to His own power. I say 
special, because, in reality, we are surrounded by 
witnesses of that power. Many things we see are, 
in one sense, miraculous. For example, we puta 
tiny seed into the ground, and in a few weeks it 
becomes a strong plant bearing a hundred or a 
thousand similar seeds; but how this change has 
come about we do not know. We often see the 
storm, and perhaps suffer from the destructive 
effects of the wind ; but where the wind comes from, 
or where it goes to, we cannot tell. We know that, 
by a very simple process, that mighty thing we call 
electricity is collected, so that it may be used for 
our benefit, and we often see the uses to which it 
is put, but how it is gathered, nay, what tt is, is 
hidden from us. Because, however, these wonders 
are going on all around us all the time, according 
to a system of things with which we have become 
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familiar, they make but little impression upon us. 
If they were not frequent and usual in our lives 
they would appear more wonderful, and would 
compel us to acknowledge theni as the direct acts 
of God. Now, a miracle, being something out of — 
the usual course and procedure, does compel that 
recognition, and although it may notin itself be 
any more wonderful than some of the marvels 
which we see every day, it does by its very strange- 
ness and suddenness compel us, in a special way, 
to acknowledge that it is in deed and in truth the 
~ work of God. 

Such was this incident of the iron that could 
swim. The floating axe-head was in itself no more 
wonderful than the life of the little fishes in that 
same water, or than the force which had drawn 
it down to the bottom of the stream the moment 
that it was released from the handle; but it was so 
uncommon for iron to swim, so opposed to the 
natural order, that its doing so stands out as a 
proof that God can set aside one of His own laws 
just as easily as He can sustain it, and that all 
these laws are subject to Him, and not He to them. 

But if we are ready to acknowledge God when 
we see such wonders in the natural world, ought 
we not to be, at least, as ready to recognise Him 
when we are permitted to see His work in the 
spiritual world? If that morning we had stood 
by the young Prophet’s side, and seen the iron 
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rise unbidden to the top of the water, should we 
not have been ready to exclaim, ‘Lo! God is in this 
place’? Would our first thought have been of Elisha, 
or of any other human agency ? Would it not have 
been of God? And yet, wonderful as it was that 
‘the iron did swim,’ that was but a small thing in 
comparison to the wonders we are permitted to see 
and experience daily—wonders, I mean, that are 
wrought by the Divine power in the souls and lives 
of those around us. Let us, then, be quick to 
recognise God in them; let us boldly acknowledge 
His power in them; let us give Him the glory for 
them. 


1. One of the great spiritual wonders which a 


always seems to me to bear the visible imprint of 
God’s fingers, is conviction of sin. Have you 
ever tried to convince wicked men of their wicked- 
ness? Apart from the Holy Ghost given to them, 


it is, perhaps, the most hopeless of all human tasks. — 
They cannot, they will not, see their wrong-doing. / 


No matter how you explain and entreat, no matter 


how you may appeal to their hearts, to their judg-~,. 
ment, or to their interests; no matter how vividly 
you yourself see the iniquity and horribleness of * 


their sin, and no matter how rapidly its conse- 
quences are felt to be approaching—they see and * 


feel nothing. They are cold, and hard, and irre-. 
sponsive, and perhaps send you away with a curse ;_.. 


or, if they are outwardly respectable, with a sneer. 
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And then, some time after—perhaps, after the 
lapse of a few hours, perhaps of a few months—you 
meet them again, and find them in an agony of 
conviction. They weep and groan, they see their 
sins like mountains, they refuse their food, and are 
sometimes even unable to sleep, seeming almost 
demented with grief. ‘If this be conviction,’ said 
one such soul, who, in his agony, had become 
dangerously ill, and was tortured day and night by 
the consciousness of his transgressions—‘ If this 
be conviction, what ts hell 2?’ 

And I have often found that the truest convic- 
. tion had very little relation to fear of Judgment. 
That may have helped to arouse it, but the real 
thing—the conviction wrought by the Spirit of 
God—is a deep inward and vivid consciousness of 
personal guilt, which is quite distinct from the fear 
of hell, which breaks down fear of opposition and 
shatters pride, is utterly opposed to every self- 
gratification and self-deception to which the sinner 
has been accustomed, and which often comes about 
in spite of powerful opposing influences around 
him. 

No power but God’s power can bring about such 
a condition of things. It is as really a direct inter- 
ference of God with the ordinary course of things 
as is any other miracle. He, and He alone, can 
thus convict the sinner, making the iron to swim. 

2. The assurance of forgiveness to a guilty 
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soul is also another of the miracles of Grace. Con- 
sider for a moment what it means. To begin with, 
the convicted sinner is full of his sin. He sees 
it; he feels its guilt. Conscience, which has been 
asleep, perhaps, for years, is now awake again; 
memory goes to her help, ransacks every dark 
corner of the past, and long-forgotten wickednesses 
start out of the silence and haunt the already 
apprehensive soul; the combined wrongs done 
against God and man—the sum total of neglect, of 
selfishness, of unbelief, of cruelty, the sins of a life- 
time—stare him in the face, and attack and rend 
his soul. Whichever way he looks, he recognises 
that the greatest thing in all his life is his sa. 

All this deeply affects the outer as well as the 
inner life of the convicted sinner, but there is no 
possibility of any outward communication to com- 
fort him. Hecan hear no voice; he cannot feel 
the touch of any hand; he cannot see with the 
outer eyes any vision of a pardoning Judge. All 
his life, it may be, he has been accustomed only to 
live by sight and sense, and now no sight or sense 
can guide or help him. Some of the wrongs he 
has done have been wrought against his fellows; 
he has sinned in the affairs of everyday life ; and, 
worse still, has caused others to sin; and now 
remorse lays hold of him by the heart-strings 
when he dares to hope that he can ever know their 
forgiveness. 
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But in the midst of this flood of misery, further 
darkened as it is by gloomy anticipation of having 
to meet an angry Maker, behold! without the aid 
of any material or man-made help, and without 


even the hope of any human comfort, by simple — 


faith, all is changed, and from the depths of despair 
the sinner leaps at one bound into the glorious 
assurance of pardon. 

Now, I know of nonatural law which can for one 


moment account for such a change. Natural law - 


says that what a man soweth he must reap; that 
as the tree grows, so it will—nay, mwst—continue 
. to grow. But here all is changed in one instant! 
Conscience is appeased—the chains, the cruel 
chains, the devil’s chains, fall off; the dungeon, 
once so dark, streams with light ; the whole being 
is manifestly transformed, and sorrow makes way 
for a lifetime of joy. 

Now, I say that this can only be the work of 
God. Nomerely human effort, or skill, or influence 
could approach anywhere near to such a triumph 
over all that is natural and probable. The iron 
swims. 

8. The change of nature or character, which 
we undoubtedly see in some of the Lord’s people, 
is also a true miracle. Here is one of the 
permanent wonders of God’s dealings with men. 
Take, as an example, a drunken woman, the slave 
of drink and vice, and compare not merely her 
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conduct, but her whole nature, before and after her 
conversion. A little slum orphan, asked, the other 
day, whether she remembered her mother, promptly 
replied, Yes, the big fat woman what beat me! 
Think what a whole wilderness of human woe such 
a statement revealed, and think what thousands of 
such women we have seen changed from their 
squalid vice and cruelty into women of God, ruled 
by love, not only to their own flesh and blood, but 
to Him, and to those around them who had no 
claims of relationship upon them. 

Or, take an impure man, such a oneas abounds 
in the great cities, steeped in moral filth, talking the 
talk of the sewers, and spreading everywhere, among 
men and women alike, a kind of moral pestilence. 
His thoughts and words, as well as his deeds, are 
infected with uncleanness, and the very fountains of 
his nature are tainted beyond recovery, so far as 
human help can go. But we have seen many such 


~ not only made correct in outward acts but changed 


in tastes, in desire, in preference—that is, in their 
very nature—and transformed, so that they loved 
and sought after what they formerly hated, and 
hated and shunned what they once loved. They 


are washed, they are sanctified, they are justified 


in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit 
of our God. 

Now, this is all in direct opposition to the ordi- 
nary laws of the moral world. Under those laws, 
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badness tends to worse badness, falsehood to deeper 
falsehood ; passion inclines to baser passion; im- 
purity to greater impurity. All character tends to 
become permanent; bad natures become fixed in 
bad tendencies, in bad preferences, in bad choices ; | 
and bad men grow more and more powerless to 
change themselves. 

When, therefore, we see those who have from 
their youth up been accustomed to do and be evil, 
changed to do and love what is good; when we see 
the unfaithful mother loving her children ; and the 
impure man cleansed from his impurity and from 
- the love of what is impure; and the selfish and 
self-seeking man forgetting himself and loving 
others first, we are compelled to exclaim, ‘This is 
a miracle—this is none other than the work of the 
Divine Spirit. Lo! God is here!’ 

To us who witness these and other similar 
manifestations of the power of God, what a call 
they are to trust in Him! I have often heard dear 
saints wishing that they had lived in the time of 
Moses, or Joshua, or David, that they might have 
seen the arm of the Lord made bare in some of the 
mighty works He wrought by those men, and have 
been enabled better to trust in Him. And yet all 
the time, before their very eyes, were wonders, if 
anything, greater than any that He performed in 
the days of old. Comrades, do not let us make the 
mistake of looking for Jesus in the empty sepulchre, 
and missing Him in the common earth-marked 
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garb of the gardener. These moral miracles are, in 
reality, far grander than any which have happened 
in the world of nature. To convert a sinner from 
the error of his way is a higher wonder than to 
bring down fire from heaven ; to loose the slave of 
lust from his bondage is a greater triumph than 
to change the water into wine; to save the three 
thousand in one day at Pentecost was a miracle of 

far higher moment in every way than to slay all 
the firstborn in Egypt, or to lay low the host of 
Sennacherib in one awful night. 

The same thought and power which, when 
working in wood and stone, produce a work of value, 
will produce what is of far greater worth and more 
lasting value if working in gold or precious stones 
The power of God is always the same power; but 
when that power is shown forth in the spiritual 
and the moral nature of man, the wonders achieved 
are far grander and more enduring than when 
He works among the passing forms of nature, even 
though they be suns and seas and skies, or when 
the issue be life or death itself. 

Stand in awe, then, when God works—especially 
when His work is seen in the deathless fabric of a 
soul. Take your shoes from off your feet in His 
presence. Believe, and rejoice, and worship Him 
when you hear the sinner cry for merey or see the 
slave of evil made free, for that is God mallee 

egnsels visible in your very midst. 


‘4 ; Tat 
Fa 
& 
(i 


130° BIBLE BATTLE-AXES. 


XVI. 


Jonathan. 
OFFICERS AND THEIR LIEUTENANTS. 


And Jonathan loved David as his own soul.— 
1 Samuel xvii. 1. 

And Jonathan Saul’s son arose, and went to David 
. into the wood, and strengthened his hand in God. And 
he suid unto him, Fear not: for the hand of Saul my 
father shall not find thee ; and thou shalt be king over 
Israel, and I shall be next unto thee ; and that also 
Saul my father knoweth.—1 Samuel xxiii. 16, 17. . 


Ir David be a type of Christ, then Jonathan 
will stand for John the Baptist. He was a true 
forerunner, for his whole life, from the time of 
his first meeting with David, seems to have been 
actuated by the principle, ‘He must increase, but 
I must decrease.’ His is a very beautiful history, 
and contains many lessons for Officers, especially 
the lesson which I would now urge upon your 
attention. 

1. Jonathan was the son of King Saul, and 
the heir to the throne of Israel. The sad events 
which marked his father’s backsliding, and 


JONATHAN. 131 


consequent loss of the kingdom, should, in the 
ordinary course of things, have brought the crown 
to him, and with it an opportunity to govern the 
people in harmony with the Will of God. His 
education and training, and proper expectations, 
all pointed to the succession. Great as was Saul’s 
fall before God and in the eyes of Samuel, the 
nation still honoured him as King—their first 
King. He was rich; he was handsome; he was 
just; he was successful in battle; indeed, Saul 
prospered in almost everything necessary to the 
favour of his people. His family, too, looked like 
continuing. Jonathan, the eldest, was much be- 
loved; he was, in fact, the popular son of a popular 
father. 

In the midst of all this David appears. First 
he slays the giant, and soon Samuel hints that he 
is the coming man. Gradually it becomes appa- 
rent that God has put away Saul, and that He 
has also passed over his family. Jonathan’s 
hopes and plans of coming power and wealth are 
shattered. The dreams of youth and early man- 
hood are alike gone. It must have been a bitter 
blow for him. The reproaches of dependents, and 
the disappointments of loved ones who had joined 
him in the heyday of prosperity, would fall upon 
him. Instead of succeeding his father, he must 
yield his place to another, and that through no 
fault of his own. 

K 2 
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2. Very few lives pass without similar ex- 
periences—similar, that is, in character, if not the 
same in details. We are called to stand by while 
others reap in joy what we have sown in tears and 
blood. The credit and praise which we feel ought | 
rightfully to come to us, which we feel some toil 
or sacrifice on our part has deserved, passes over 
to another. The love and trust of our comrades 
or our leaders, which was so precious to us, seems 
often to be more manifestly given to those around 
us than to us who have toiled so hard to deserve 
it. Some who were but children when we were 
' already bearing the heat and burden of the battle 
have come to the front, and gone on towards pro- 
motion and to positions that we had aspired to, 
while we are left in the humbler ranks, or to tarry 
with the ‘stuff. We are called on to yield to 
another the honours we expected for ourselves. 

8. Jonathan felt, indeed knew, that David was 
to be Saul’s successor; he was to take the com- 
mand—I should say, the kingdom. How easy it 
would have been to criticise this shepherd boy. 
How easy to have ridiculed David’s flight from the 
javelin, and his retreat into the mountains, and 
other flaws in his character and faults in his 
conduct. How very human and natural it would 
have appeared to us if Jonathan had been sore 
and awkward with David; had picked holes in his 
coat; had accused him of being conceited and 
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ambitious, and of wanting to make a great deal 
of himself and far too little of the King. In fact, 
we should hardly have been surprised if he had 
gone about the court and country, saying, ‘Oh, as 
for this David, he is a self-seeker and a disloyal 
man, and will be of no use for the King’s service! 
He has had no experience in war, and no special 
training in affairs; he is, in fact, a mere nobody, 
and will make a mess of the whole business if he 
is allowed to go forward.’ But there is nothing of 
this, not even a hint of it; there is much of the 
very opposite, for Jonathan loved David. As soon 
as he knew that he had slain the giant, and as 
soon as he heard him speak about it to Saul, we 
are told that he loved him ‘as his own soul.’ 

Is this, my comrade, the way that you deal 
with your successor? Do you act thus towards 
those who reap what you have sown? Are you 
looking out for their good points? Do you enter 
into the burdens that they will have to bear, and 
the difficulties they will have to face? And does 
your soul flow out to them in sympathy, and 
tenderness, and prayer? Is your feeling, ‘There 
cometh one after me who is preferred before me’ ? 
Are you watching and waiting for the faults and 
failings of your comrade—anxious to make your 
work appear so good that his may appear so poor ; 
or are you crying, ‘Prosper him, Lord, in all he 
puts his hand to for Thee’? 
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4, David was Jonathan’s junior by many years 
—in fact, he was but a stripling by comparison with 
the King’s son. He was also Jonathan’s sub- 
ordinate, and much his inferior in social position ; 
the one was a mere shepherd lad, while the other | 
was a prince of the royal family. The positions 
of the two men were such that Jonathan could 
easily have kept David back, at least for a time. 
He could have sided with Saul; he could have 
planned for himself; he could have gone about 
increasing his own popularity in Israel; he could 
have schemed, in any event, to secure David 
~ as his Lieutenant—I mean his Prime Minister ! 
Thousands of people would have applauded him 
for thus taking care of himself and his family. 
But he did nothing of the kind. On the contrary, 
‘he went to David, and strengthened his hand in 
God.’ 

Salvation Army Officers, with few exceptions, 
are like Jonathan in this, that they constantly meet 
with Dayvids—that is, with men or women who are 
better and abler than they are themselves. And 
they know that this is so. Officers meet with such 
soldiers; Captains command such Lieutenants; 
Staff Officers have under them such Field Officers. 
Oh, my comrades, how do you deal with the 
Davids? Can it be that you are jealous of them, 
and want to keep them back? Are you selfish, and 
seeking to secure them for yourselves in order to 
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inerease your success and strengthen your posi- 
tion? Do you use them merely as a heifer to 
plough for you, so that you may have an easier 
time and better prospects? Or, do you follow 
the example of Jonathan—which appears so 
beautiful in our eyes—and strengthen them in 
God? Do you seek to increase their faith, and 
influence, and usefulness rather than your own; 
pushing them forward, and recommending them 
for honour and confidence? Do you deal with 
them in the spirit of Jonathan when he said to 
David, ‘ Fear not, thou shalt be king over Israel, 
and I shall be next unto thee’? That is, ‘instead 
of you serving me, I shall be ready to serve you.’ 
Is not this the very spirit of Christ ? 

5. But there was something more than this in 
Jonathan’s love for David, something deeper even 
than his realisation that God had chosen his friend 
to be King. Great as the influence of these two 
facts would have been, they alone would not 
account for Jonathan’s extraordinary conduct. 
What was that something? It was this, that 
Jonathan loved Israel. He longed for the pro- 
sperity of the Kingdom. He saw clearly that God 
had departed from his father Saul and from his 
house, and he wanted God back. The Kingdom 
was first. His prayer night and day was, ‘Oh 
that the Salvation of Israel would come to Zion!’ 
If he could bring this to pass by his coming down 
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from the throne, in order to give place to another, 
then he was ready to come down. If David could 
make God and God’s law more loved and trusted 
than he could, then he would help David. How 
foolish his conduct must have appeared in the eyes 
of those who wanted him to be the King! Yes, 
unselfishness often looks foolish—for a little while. 
But Jonathan cared for the nation far more than 
he cared for Jonathan. That was the great secret 
of his action—that is for us the great lesson of 
his life. 

Is it the lesson of your life? Do you say, ‘O 
‘God, Your Kingdom is first with me; if You can 
use anybody more than You can use me, then send 
them, and I will love them and help them, whether 
men love or hate me, whether they trust or doubt 
me, whether they honour or dishonour me. I care 
not about myself, if only Your Will is done, and 
The Army is helped forward, and the people are 
paved, and Jesus reigns.’ 

6. And then, also, Jonathan’s love for David 
made David afterwards very careful of Jonathan. 
Among the first things which he did after he came 
to the throne was to honour his predecessors. Saul 
and his sons had perished on the mountains of 
Gilboa, and were all gone; but David set to work 
to find some one who belonged to them, whom he 
could help for their sakes. ‘Saul and Jonathan 
were lovely and pleasant in their lives,’ he sang, 
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‘and the beauty of Israel is slain.’ And all the 
nation sang with him. ‘I am distressed,’ he said, 
among his tears, ‘for thee, my brother Jonathan ; 
thy love to me was wonderful.’ 

This talking and singing about those who had 
gone before him in his high office, and thus keeping 
their names honoured before the people, was very 
beautiful in David. But this was not enough for 
the grateful heart. ‘Is there yet,’ he asks, ‘any left 
of the house of Saul, that I may show him kind- 
ness for Jonathan’s sake?’ and with such feelings 
it is no surprise to find that he soon discovered a 
son of Jonathan’s, a cripple, lame on both his feet, 
now, alas! hiding and in want. Sending for him, 
David said to him: ‘I will show thee kindness for 
Jonathan’s sake, and will restore thee all the land 
of Saul, and thou shalt eat bread at my table.’ 

Yes, love begets love. Jonathan loved David, 
and now David helps Jonathan. He remembers 
and honours his predecessors, he sings of their 
victories, and is silent about their failings. He 
seeks carefully for those he can favour who may be 
left of them. Not an unkind word is heard. Nota 
hasty reflection falls from his lips. No hints about 
the want of ‘solidity’ in the work, and the great 
change there has been for the better since Saul 
departed the realm and David came! No, nothing 
of that; nothing but love and kindness. David 
had pienty of troubles in Israel: rebellions and 
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backslidings to the full, and splits and losses that 
rent his heart; but when things went wrong he 
did not say, Ah, you must remember how Saul left 
the concern! No, no. He went about saying, ‘Is 
there any yet left of the house of Saul, that I may. 
show him kindness for Jonathan’s sake ?’ 


139 


XVII. 
Kindness. 


In all things approving ourselves as the ministers of 
God... by pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, 
by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned.— 
2 Corinthians vi. 4, 6. 


Amone the evidences that we are really the minis- 
ters of God, Paul here demands kindness. Itis a 
humble qualification, which often influences people 
more than gifts that appear to be far grander 
and which are, perhaps, more sought after, and 
is just as necessary in the minister of Christ as 
is patience, or pureness, or knowledge, or love. 
There are few human hearts that are not moved by 
it. Where preaching, and learning, and miracle- 
working have failed, kindness, by a charm and 
force which are all its own, has often succeeded. 
Some one has said that ‘kindness is a language 
which the dumb can speak, and the deaf can under- 
stand ;’ and he might have added with equal truth 
that it has a warmth which even the dead can feel. 
Many a heart, cold and still, has been warmed into 
flowing life again by one kind act. Many a sweet 
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and tender memory, buried long ago and forgotten, 
has come forth from its grave alive with blessing 
and happiness under the gracious influence of one 
kind word. 

No Officer of The Salvation Army is fully 
equipped for his holy mission without this, the 
grace of kindness. Many Officers have totally 
failed just for the want of it. They have had many 
useful gifts, and many important qualities; they 
have worked hard, and have even suffered for The 
Army ; but they have failed to approve themselves 
to the people as the ministers of Christ, simply 
‘because they were not kind. Their uncommon 
eraces failed for want of a little common kindness. 
They said, and did, unkind things ; and this spoilt 
all. On the other hand, I have known many 
Officers who have been very deficient in ability, and 
wanting in much that we rightly regard as very 
important, who yet have been richly blessed at 
every appointment, finding their way most wonder- 
fully both to the Soldiers’ confidence and the 
sinners’ hearts, and making every one trust them, 
because they were kind to all around them. Our 
experience thus so entirely supports the Apostle’s 
words, that I desire to write something to you, my 
comrades, about this ‘ kindness.’ 

And, before I proceed further, let me say one 
or two introductory words. First, 1 would remind 
you that kindness is generally associated with 
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small things. Do not think less of it on that 
account, for life is chiefly made up of little things. 
Many people, I think, would like to show kindness 
to others in great matters, or on a vast scale; but, 
then, great matters only befall any of us now and 
then, while in many people’s lives there is nothing 
that we can rightly term great. Kindness, there- 
fore, must come into the little things, if at all. Do 
not, then, delay an hour the kind deeds and words 
that you can scatter around you. Small as they 
may seem, believe me, they are more important 
than your teaching—they will carry with them an 
influence for good in this world which cannot be 
exaggerated, and they will help to make the 
happiness of heaven for you: 


The common things of the common day 
Are ringing the bells, m the far away. 


Begin, then, in your home. Learn to show 
kindness at home, says the Apostle. That is a 
capital training-ground for kindness. In fact, it is 
doubtful whether you will show it much anywhere 
if it is absent there. And yet how often it is absent! 
When I visit some people’s homes, I miss the little 
kindnesses that I expected to find in profusion. 
The children are rough to one another. The 
husband sits still, and allows the tired wife to stand 
unnoticed ; or he goes on eating while she answers 
the knock at the door; or he helps himself to the 
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food before he asks her to take some. Many of the 
kind words and little trifles of gentleness which 
brightened the days gone by are no longer thought 
of. He would break his heart if she were to die, 
but from want of thought he is unmindful of that. 
which is her very life. When I come downstairs 
in the morning, I often see that the mother has 
been at work long before the father was up, and I 
find out that he leaves nearly all the responsibility 
for the children to her. She must care for their 
food and clothes, their schooling, and prayers, and 
all the rest. And, sometimes, I know that the 
. servant has been running about from six o’clock in 
the morning until ten at night—that is, for sixteen 
hours! learn, or, as one might say, remember 
to show kindness at home. Do not forget, because 
every one there is so familiar to you, that your 
Saviour once lived in a humble little cottage at 
Nazareth ; and strive to be kind in your home, as 
He was in His. 

Remember, too, that your kindness is to extend 
to the animal creation. ‘ The righteous man,’ God 
says, ‘regardeth the life of his beast, but the 
tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.’ Be kind, 
therefore, to all living things—they belong to 
your God. ‘Hvery beast of the forest,’ He says, 
‘is Mine.’ Never kill, or allow any one to kill, any 
animal unless it is necessary that it should die, 
and then, even with what are called vermin—yrats 
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and mice and so forth—always do it mercifully, 
and never in sight of other animals. Be no party 
to the overloading or over-driving of horses. 
Discourage, so far as you have the opportunity, the 
keeping of wild animals in menageries: it is very 
cruel. Never, if you can help it, allow a poor 
woodland bird to be imprisoned in a cage. Re- 
member that, like yourself, it was born free, and 
that every time it sees the blue sky or hears the 
sound of day its little heart is torn with anguish, 
with hope, with fear, until its wings grow weary 
with beating against the cruel bars. By-and-bye 
the little captive will droop and die of a broken 
heart, but God will notice the wrong that it suffered 
—not a sparrow falls to the ground without His 
knowledge. 

Show a high example, then, among your people, 
and especially among the young, of quiet, persis- 
tent kindness ; it will not only increase their love 
for you personally, but it will help them to under- 
stand that owrs is a religion of love. 

1. The kindness of the mimister of God will 
find expression in consideration for all who are 
around us. 

(a) It will especially lead to a tender compas- 
sion for all who are in sorrow, or want, or suffering. 
It was thus that Jesus felt—He had compassion on 
the multitude. Nothing so closes people’s hearts 
as going about amongst them without feeling ; 
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while nothing so opens their hearts as allowing 
them to see that you are touched, that you feel, 
that you are in sympathy. This tenderness of 
spirit in the presence of human suffering is more 
than money—it is more than all else that man 
can do. | 

Ah, Iam distressed sometimes by the absence 
of this compassion in some Officers. They go about 
this poor world so unmoved amidst its grief, its 
misery, its sin. They view the people, day after 
day, and month after month, with so little pity. 
They stand sometimes in the prayer meetings 
when souls are crying aloud for mercy ; and, while 
some of their comrades are in an agony of: desire 
and pity, they seem almost without true feeling. 
Their very presence is a chill upon the loving 
souls around. They are without consideration for 
others. It is a sign of coming and terrible back- 
sliding. 

(0) Kindness will lead to personal thought for 
those around us. It did so with Jesus. ‘Come 
ye apart,’ He said on one occasion to the weary 
disciples, ‘and rest awhile.’ And again, after a 
weary night of toil on the sea, Peter and some 
others found Jesus mindful of their bodily needs, 
with a fire ready on the shore in the early morning, 
and He said, ‘Bring some of the fish, and come 
and dine.’ But His whole life abounds with illus- 
trations of this thoughtful consideration. 
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My comrades, how many opportunities for 
practising this, the true kindness, does every 
Officer’s life afford? In visiting, how often would 
a way be found to some hard heart if there were 
an offer made to light a fire in the early morning, 
or tend it in the lone night hours, or to do some 
other little thing of thatsort. In the meetings, too, 
how often one kind word of inquiry about health, 
or work, or home, which could be spoken in one 
moment, would bring a ray of comfort to hearts 
that are sick and sore. In the time of affliction 
or trial, how often would one bold word of tender 
prayer before other comrades lift a burden from a 
troubled heart. Remember Paul’s words to some 
of his people, ‘We were gentle among you, even 
as a nurse cherisheth her children.’ Oh, think! 
and you will find out how to make your gentleness 
and kindness a positive foretaste of heaven to 
many whom you now scarcely notice at all. 

In the village, in the town, 
On the railway, m the square, 
Came a beam of kindness down, 
Doubling daylight everywhere. 


2. This kindness will be shown in a readiness 
to forgive murs. 

Offences will come—they must come. ‘There is 
not one of us but will, at some time, be wounded 
in the house of our friend; or sold and betrayed 
by one we trusted; or maligned by one we loved. 

u 
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It must be so—the Master said it would be so. 
We shall be mistaken and misjudged. Hasty 
words will be spoken in anger about us and ours, 
and birds of ill omen will carry them to us. Our 
good will be called evil; our very sorrows will 
become reasons for visiting us with reproaches 
and reproofs. When we look for comfort we shall 
receive stripes, and our tears will, for a season, 
become our meat day and night. It always has 
been so. It always will be so. 

Well, amidst it all, we must forgive. Yes, 
seventy times seven, if our brother offend, we must 
still forgwe. Oh, when I hear a Salvationist say, 
‘IT cannot forgive it!’ my heart stands still. It is 
such a contradiction. It is like saying that the 
sun cannot give light, or that the earth cannot go 
round, or that the winds cannot blow. Forgive- 
ness is as natural to love as fragrance is to flowers. 

In nothing is it more demanded of us to 
approve ourselves the ministers of God than in 
this. Indeed, the condition of our own forgiveness 
is that we forgive. Let us do it quickly. There 
is never an hour to lose. Man is such a poor, 
passing creature; if we miss the moment for say- 
ing the word of forgiving kindness, it may never 
return. Forgive and forget at once; let not the 
sun go down upon an unforgiven wrong :— 


Be swift in kindness, a long delay 
In kindness, takes the kindness all away. 
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3. True kindness is quick to appreciate the 
kindness of others. 

How beautiful it is to see the way in which 
some Officers are always ready with a report of 
some one’s goodness towards them! Everywhere 
they find that somebody has been before them 
with kind thought or kind act on their behalf. 
Instead of one prolonged groan about their mis- 
fortunes and unrewarded virtues, they are brimful 
of stories about their good fortune; and if they 
have not had anything very kindly done to them 
for a day or two, they are expecting something 
very shortly, and rejoicing over it before it comes 
to pass! This is the spirit of kindness; and it is 
not only kindness, it is the very highest wisdom. 
What men sow, they reap. The people who go 
about ‘ scattering seeds of kindness,’ often come to - 
the reaping of a rich harvest much sooner than 
they expect. Just as one selfish and unkind act 
begets another, so every kind deed done, and every 
kind word spoken, call forth other kind things 
which come with blessings in their train. 

And those who are thus on the look out for 
kindness are grateful souls. Thank you, is ever 
on their lips, because it is ever in their hearts. 
They go about thanking every one; they make 
every one want to do them a good turn, if it is only 
thus to earn a smile, or a hand grip, or a ‘ God 
bless you for this!’ or some other heartfelt token 
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of gratitude. These kindly souls are the very 
opposite of the poor folks who find it hard to raise 
a Hallelujah, and seldom say ‘Thank you’ to 
any one, either at home or anywhere else. Such 
people are a walking contradiction of the first 
principles of The Salvation Army! They have 
never realised that their great business is to go 
about doing good and making people happy. They 
show themselves in all things, not as the ministers 
of God and as the servants of all, but as though 
they were seeking their own. 

4. This kindness towards others is mani- 
fested by confidence in them. 

It very often happens that the greatest kindness 
that you can possibly do a man is to trust him, 
and let him see that you trust him. Multitudes 
go through life without once enjoying that sun- 
shine of the heart which comes of being trusted. 
True kindness will seek out occasions for making 
those around us of every class feel that we confide 
in them. The children—ah, what joy it would 
be to many of them to feel that in some things 
they had your confidence! The weak and un- 
satisfactory Soldiers—if you could only find some- 
thing these could do for you, even if they bungled 
it ever so, with which they would feel you really 
trusted them, it might work a revolution in them, 
accustomed as they are to be mistrusted. The 
young convert--how many of the most timid 
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disciples have been strengthened in the first days 
of their new life by being asked to care for another 
recruit. The returning backslider—how often 
has his shame and fear been helped away by 
making him feel that his Officer believed in him, 
whether the others did so or not. 

5. This kindness is to be shown to others, 
whether they show kindness in return or not. 

Like the rain, it descends upon just and unjust, 
upon the thankful and the thankless. It is a 
ereat mistake to suppose that we are to wait until 
we discover whether our acts of kindness will be 
welcomed or rejected. Never mind though some 
of them are not welcomed at the moment; even 
though they only call forth unkindness then, they 
will bring forth fruit hereafter. I know of an 
Officer in our ranks who when a giddy worldling 
was touched by seeing a Captain stop in the muddy 
street one day, and pick up a little child that had 
fallen down and hurt itself. The kindness, of 
which the Captain saw no fruit, won that soul. 

I have heard another Officer, who has rendered 
good service in many parts of the world, declare 
that he was saved through some one at Head- 
quarters—an entire stranger to him at the time— 
saying to him with such kindness when he was 
there one day on business, ‘God bless you, Mr. 
! TI hope it is well with you?’ He made no 
answer ; at the moment he was rather annoyed in 


150 BIBLE BATTLE-AXES. 


his pride, but the seed that then was sown even- 
tually changed his life. 

Indeed, this is one of the first principles of 
our Lord’s teaching. ‘If ye love them,’ He said, 
‘which love you, what reward have ye? Do not 
even the publicans the same? And if ye salute 
your brethren only, what do ye more than others ? 
Do not even the publicans the same?’ Surely, 
we shall not sink down to that level! Surely, we 
are Christ’s, sent forth to represent Him and His 
law to the world. Surely, we shall make manifest 
the kindness of our Father, Who maketh His sun 
to shine upon the evil and the good. 

And now, I beseech you, not as though I wrote 
a& new commandment unto you, but that which we 
had from the beginning, that we love one another. 
And this is love, that we walk after His Command- 
ments. 


XVIII. 
Strength in Weakness. 


And what shall I more say ? for the time would fail 
me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, 
and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of 
the prophets: who through faith subdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the 
mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped 
the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made 
strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the 
armies of the aliens.—Hebrews xi. 82-34. 


Tue history of our world is a record of wonders— 
wonders unsuspected, or at least unseen,—wonders 
discovered,— wonders achieved, all linked in an 
advancing unity, and in their purpose and relation 
to each other showing the highest wonder of all— 
the presence and power of God. Our earliest 
knowledge is of the wonders of the earth’s crea- 
tion; and all its marvels are to culminate at 
last in the great wonders of Resurrection and 
Judgment. There will have been wonders all along 
the intervening time. Talk of miracles! Think 
of the wonders of life; of the wonders wrought 
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by human thought, and labour, and endurance ; 
of the wonders that have been and still are 
wrought by human skill. Wonders in the world 
of matter: the Pyramids, the steam-engine, the 
great ship, the electric light, writing, painting, 
printing, and a hundred other common things of 
daily life, equally marvellous. And: there have 
been wonders also in the moral sphere no less 
remarkable. Wonders of courage—think of all 
that pluck has accomplished ! Wonders of virtue— 
are they not the most enduring of all? Wonders 
of love—is it possible, for example, to measure 
_ what has been done in the world by the force 
of mothers’ love alone? And there have been 
Spiritual wonders more wonderful than all the 
rest—the wonders of Grace, and the wonders 
wrought by Faith. 

The chapter in the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
from which the verses at the head of this paper 
are taken, is a category of some of the wonders 
wrought by faith; and among them there are two 
very important but common-place achievements 
which often seem to me to be deserving of more 
attention than they receive. I refer to the words 
wrought righteousness, and out of weakness were 
made strong. I rejoice to find that ‘wrought 
righteousness’ is placed so high among the 
victories of faith; it comes second only to ‘ sub- 
dued kingdoms,’ and goes immediately before 
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‘obtained promises ;’ so that the glory of getting 
the victory over sin, and the honour of doing right 
—for this is the meaning of ‘ wrought righteous: 
ness ’—is equal to the highest glory resting upon 
any of those conquerors of the past whose names 
are upon God’s roll of fame. 
: But it is the other of these every-day, common- 
place achievements for which I here desire your 
thought—out of weakness were made strong. 

Now the weakness from which the Prophets 
and worthies of old suffered was similar in many 
respects to that with which we have to deal to-day. 
Human nature remains ever very much the same. 
But out of their weakness they were made strong. 
Let us see how it is with us. 

1. And, first of all, there 1s physical weakness. 
Many of the greatest of God’s warriors have been 
very weak and feeble creatures physically. What- 
ever they may have been in spirit, in the body 
they have often been little more than shadows. 
It is well known that, among the most triumphant 
of the martyrs of the early Church, there were 
delicate girls and little children, and that both men 
and women arose from beds of pain and weakness 
to go to the rack and the stake for their Lord. 
The history of the world teems with examples of 
great works accomplished for God and man by 
those who were dying by inches while they wrought 
them, and whose flickering lives became literally 
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the vital force of the services they rendered. Nor 
does this apply only to the past, for unto this very 
day we have constantly before our eyes the 
achievements of those who are the weak, the 
delicate, the sick, who are the feeble folk of The 
Salvation Army. We have seen the shy, nervous, 
hesitating girl rise up, completely forgetting her 
weakness, while her appeals laid hold of the crowd, 
or while she poured out her soul to God in strong 
cries and entreaties for the deliverance of the 
captives. We have seen Officers go straight from 
beds of sickness and pain to the platform, and 
speak to the people like giants, without giving 
any one the idea that there was anything the 
matter. We have seen the heart crushed by 
personal grief, or worn by ceaseless care, readily 
and lovingly taking more and more on itself of 
others’ griefs and cares. We have, in fact, seen in 
these and in a hundred other ways the fulfilment 
of these words, ‘Out of weakness were made 
strong.’ And faith has been the secret of it all. 
Faith in God, in duty, in the opportunity, in the 
future: above all, faith in the Divine Call. 

Do you find anything of this kind in your 
experience? Is it not sometimes too easily 
accepted as a reason for not doing some unplea- 
sant duty, or for not facing some serious difficulty, 
that you are not well enough, or strong enough— 
in fact, that you are weak? Was that the true 
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reason? At any rate, was it a sufficient reason for 
your failure? Was it not merely an excuse? Was 
not the real difficulty a want of faith ? 

2. The same truth appears when we consider 
intellectual weakness. For here, again, God has 
‘chosen the weak things of the world to confound 
the mighty, and the things that are not to bring 
to nought the things that are.’ How many people 
I have known—I do not need to go further afield 
than my own observation in this matter—whose 
mental powers have been of the very simplest 
type; people who have had practically no educa- 
tion, no reading, no mental training; and yet who 
out of weakness have been made strong in His 
cause, and have been mighty with ‘ the mind that 
was in Christ’! 

Take an example of what I mean, an example 
which must have come within the knowledge of 
many Officers who will read these lines. Can we 
not call to mind cases of young Officers who, when 
they began their service, were terribly deficient in 
mental power? It was the greatest labour for 
them to think out any message for their people. 
In personal conversation they rarely impressed 
any one as having any gifts at all. In fact, they 
seemed to lack the very elementary capacity 
necessary to acquire knowledge, much more to 
influence the minds of others; and we sometimes 
wondered how on earth it came about that they 
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were Officers at all. And then, as the years went 
by, we met the same people again in other circum- 
stances, and discovered to our surprise their power. 
With what success they could speak to the crowd, 
with what freshness of thought and word they 
could clothe the old truths, and how wonderfully 
memory and habit had both contributed to bring 
them to the front, so that we were compelled to 
say, ‘the last has become first!’ Out of their 
weakness they were made strong. 

Now, I am well aware that such a transforma- 
tion as this can only be accomplished by dint of 
_ industry, patience, self-restraint, self-control, self- 
denial. Nothing which is worth having in this 
world can be had without these things. But, at 
the same time, J am quite convinced that these 
means alone would not have sufficed to bring about 
such a change as I have described. Indeed, those 
means would probably never have been employed 
even, much less have been effectual, had it not 
been for the presence of that other forcee—/faith. 
Look below the surface, and you will find that the 
motive power in all this was faith in God. Faith 
enabled these men to struggle on, to think, to 
learn, to master their own weakness ; nay, more, 
it was faith in God which was at the root of the 
very desire to conquer ; it was faith in God that led 
them to dare to hope that in those points where 
their weakness and insufficiency were most con- 
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Spicuous, even there they might yet be made 
strong. 

3. Then there is moral weakness. The greatest 
of all the wonders of God are those wrought in 
character; that is, in the moral nature of man. 
It is, for example, a greater achievement to change 
a man who is false by nature, whose whole being 
leads to what is untrue and unreal, into a man 
who is true and straight, than it is to heal a leper 
of his leprosy or to create a star. Our nature has 
become so demoralised by the Fall, and so weakened 
by generations of sin, that moral weakness is the 
greatest weakness of all. 

And, yet, look at the marvels which have been 
wrought by faith even here. I thank God for the 
triumphs that I have been privileged to know! 
How many Officers there are on whom I can lay 
my hand, who, when I first knew them, were so 
lacking in strength of character—in what we call 
‘moral force’—that it seemed impossible that 
they could ever be qualified to take positions of 
authority and responsibility, but who—so wonder- 
fully have they been strengthened—are already in 
the very front ranks of influence and opportunity 
amongst us, or soon will be. 

That man with the weak and imperfect will, 
the wobbling nature, with all his uncertainties of 
choice, the wavering mind and unfixed purpose,— 
I see to-day that he has been completely trang- 
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formed. That woman whose whole being a little 
while ago seemed but a flood of emotion, and about 
whom even the Training Home authorities doubted 
whether she had any real anchorage at all, so 
easily was she lifted up at one moment, only to 
be cast down the next,—I see her to-day with a- 
renewed mind, with an inflexible determination, 
and I find her pointing to covenants in her life 
which she is able to declare have never been 
broken, while those for whom she labours find her 
abounding in the love of God and of her fellows, 
steadfast and unmovable in her devotion as the 
_ mountains that are round about Jerusalem. 

Out of their weakness—weakness of will, weak- 
ness of affection, weakness of purpose, weakness of 
character of one kind or another—these people 
have been made strong. 

4, Then I must also name spiritual weakness. 
Long after men are saved—yea, often after they 
are sanctified—there still remain spiritual weak- 
nesses and infirmities in their nature, which are 
amongst the greatest trials that fall to the lot of 
sincere souls. It is this form of weakness which 
gives the temptations of the world, the flesh, and 
the devil their grappling point. We are ever 
assaulted where we are the weakest; the struggle 
is always most severe at the point where we are 
most likely to fail. It is, above all others, at that 
weak point that we must win, or all will be lost. 
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Now, I am very far from limiting the power of 
God. I do not know that any man has yet dis- 
covered how much our Lord will do in the way of 
hardening the soul against attack, and making it 
so strong that nothing can move it. But I am 
not thinking just now of that, nor do I think this 
wonderful passage refers to it. I am thinking 
rather of those experiences in which personal trials 
and strong temptations are allowed to remain with 
us for the very reason that, amidst them, and in 
spite of them, we may prove victors. I do not 
know what that sore trial was which Paul called 
the ‘ thorn in the flesh.’ It may have been some 
physical infirmity, it may have been some moral 
weakness-or insufficiency intimately associated 
with his spiritual life, and with his work as an 
Apostle. All that we know is, that he cried to 
God thrice that it might be removed. But it was 
not removed. On the contrary, instead of being 
taken away, it received a kind of confirmation from 
God as a part of the Apostle’s life. My grace is 
sufficient for thee, He said. In other words, Paul 
was to be made strong while 7m his weakness; he 
was to struggle on, conquering, not by reason of 
his strength, not by reason of those miracle- 
workings, of which I spoke just now, transforming 
his nature, but conquering by simple, child-like, 
common-place faith in the ever-present power of 
his Saviour’s grace. 
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My dear comrade, does your experience square 
with this? Are you—I hope not—among those 
foolish persons who are waiting for some great 
change to take place in you which will enable you 
to show yourself strong because you are strong? 
Are you looking for some far-off event—which, 
although you get older, does not seem to get much 
nearer—that will give you the victory always, 
because no trial will be able to try you, and no 
temptation to disturb your peace? Or are you 
living—I hope you are—like our dear Paul, day 
by day conscious of your own weakness, dependent 
every hour upon God, and humbly crying to Him 
~ in the midst of the fight against evil, and from 
amidst the struggles with your common trials, 
‘Master, I.trust in Thee that out of this my 
weakness Thou wilt make me strong’ ? 
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XIX. 
Leaders and their Helpers. 


And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose us out men, 
and go out, fight with Amalek : to-morrow I will stand 
on the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand. 
So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought 
with Amalek: and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went wp to 
the top of the hill. And tt came to pass, when Moses 
held up his hand, that Israel prevailed : and when he 
let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. But Moses’ hands 
were heavy : and they took a stone, and put vw under 
him, and he sat thereon ; and Aaron and Hur stayed 
wp his hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the 
other side; and his hands were steady until the going 
down of the sun. And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his 
people with the edge of the sword.—Exodus xvii. 9-13. 


Gop has His own appointed methods of securing 
victory for His people, though we do not always 
perceive them. The connection between the plan 
that He will have us adopt, and the results which 
are attained, is often hidden, like a river which 
flows in fertilising beauty for miles, and suddenly 
disappears into the earth, coming forth again later 
M 
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as a mighty torrent on its way to the sea. We 
cannot see the connection, but we know quite well 
that it is there. 

There is much about God’s ways with us as 
individuals which seems to be planned upon this 
principle. He leads, and guides, and directs us” 
for a time openly and plainly; we can easily trace 
His hand in all we receive and accomplish. Then 
all at once cross-currents and opposing influences 
come in: and suddenly we cannot see Him; we 
cannot hear His voice; and though we search for 
Him we do not find Him. Then is the hour for 
faith to look up, and to say, ‘ Not as I will, but as 
Thou wilt.’ This is what Job meant when, in spite 
of the disasters, and disease, and degradation which 
overtook him, he said, ‘But He knoweth the way 
that I take; when He hath tried me, I shall come 
forth as gold. I know that my Redeemer liveth.’ 

What a succession of trials, for Moses, was the 
march of the Israelites through the Red Sea to 
Jordan! From the very hour in which they started 
from Egypt—one may almost say from the very 
hour in which Moses received his commission as 
their captain—they were a thorn in his side. They 
repined in every trial; in every defeat they fell 
into a panic; in every affliction they broke out 
into rebellion, and, without exception, it was always 
of Moses they complained. What a majestic 
example of patience, of meekness, of human 
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sympathy, of fatherly love, Mosés presents to 
every Salvation Army Officer ! 

Now, I think that this battle with Amalek is 
one of the most wonderful incidents in the whole 
story of God’s dealings with His ancient people. 
The slow march of the great multitude of men, 
women, and children, numbering in all between 
two and three million souls, was moving heavily 
forward. One hindrance after another had sprung 
up and had been overcome. The chasing Egyptians, 
the Red Sea, the bitter waters of Marah, the want 
of bread, the water famine at Rephidim, were all 
now at length left behind, and matters were gradu- 
ally shaping themselves for better days. Suddenly, 
however, there is another horrible dilemma—the 
advance is checked once more. The Amalekites, a 
fierce and warlike nation, unexpectedly take the 
field against them and will not allow them to pass. 
Moses sees how it is at a glance, and commands 
Joshua, who is now mentioned for the first time, 
‘Choose us out men, and go out and fight with 
Amalek to-morrow ; and I will stand on the top cf 
the hill with the rod of God in my hand.’ Joshua 
did as he was bidden, and then there was witnessed 
a most extraordinary scene. All day long the con- 
flict raged, and many times the battle was lost and 
won. During one hour Israel prevailed, and during 
the next Amalek beat them down. Imagine, if you 
can, the conflicting feelings in the breast of Joshua 

mM 2 
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when leading his first fight down in that valley! 
Think of the sort of messages that he would send 
flying up that hillside to Moses! Victory seems at 
one moment to be so near at hand, and then again 
so far off; retreat and advance follow one another ; 
hope springs up only to be deferred, and gradually 
a dreadful hush is creeping over the great camp 
which lies at the rear of the fighting men. Some- 
thing must be done, or there will soon be a terrible 
tale to tell. 

Now, what does it all mean ? 

‘When Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed, 
_ and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 
But Moses’ hands were heavy.’ That is what it 
means. Moses was weary, perhaps sick—anyway, 
perhaps sick at heart,—humiliated, possibly, by his 
hasty condemnation of the people when a few days 
before they grumbled for water. Weary and sad ; 
and his hands are heavy. 

Here, then, are two or three lessons for Officers. 

1. Personal heaviness, disappointment, and 
affliction are the common lot of God’s leaders, but 
they are no discharge from the responsibilities of 
leadership. All that weary day Moses had strug- 
gled to hold up his hands. But now they are so 
heavy. ‘The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh 
is weak. May be, there was some personal sorrow 
eating out the strength of his heart. No matter, 
Amalek must be met ; he must mount the hill; he 
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must hold up the rod. May be, as I have said, he 
was suffering from that reaction of humiliation and 
shame which comes down, most painfully, upon 
those who are set before the people as examples, 
when, by some error of judgment, or by some act 
of self-will or bad temper, they have failed to 
exhibit the spirit of Christ. He had been angry 
with the people at Horeb. True, he smote the rock, 
and gave them the water ; but he had abused them, 
and had dared in his haste to pronounce a con- 
demnation which he should have left to God alone. 
Many Captains since, great and small, have fallen 
into Moses’ sin; and yet, in the very hour of their 
reproof and mortification, they have been called, 
as he was, to go up the hill and hold up the rod. 
May be, Moses was sick, and ought to have been at 
home and in bed, instead of in the burning sun 
upon that mountain side. This also we know and 
understand. In spite of affliction, in spite of shame 
and mistakes, and faults and sins, and in spite of 
that physical weakness and mental depression which 
are often the worst of all our ills, our business is 
still to lead, our place is on the mount; our partis 
to hold up the hands of prayer and faith. There 
is no discharge for us; we are bound, alike to God 
and man, to go up and to hold on. 

2. It is the duty of leaders to secure the help 
and co-operation of those around them in the hour 
of difficulty. Aaron and Hur, discerning the state 
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of the case, proffered their help to Moses, and he 
allowed them to bring him a seat, and to hold up 
his hands. Now suppose, if you can, that a false 
pride in him had prevented his accepting this 
help, Amalek would have prevailed, and the sub- 
sequent history of the whole Israelitish nation 
might have been changed, Ah, how many Officers 
I have known, who have travelled with sore 
feet and heavy hearts, over the barren way of 
lonely service and comparative failure, who might 
have been cheered, strengthened, sustained, nay, 
verily, ‘held up’ till victory came, if they would 
~ have been content to employ the servants of God, 
the Local Officers and Soldiers round about them, 
to aid them in their toil. But no, they must do 
it all themselves! The talking, the soloing, the 
begging, the visiting, the praying, the whole business 
of the Corps, or the whole work of the Division, 
must depend solely upon them alone; and then 
in the hour of some special personal trial, when 
victory was hanging in the balance, and when their 
personal influence has been of supreme importance, 
their hands have been heavy, and, because they 
were too proud or too ignorant to seek assistance, 
the battle has been lost. 

Now the lesson of all this is writ large for every 
one of us. Do not be content merely to send 
Lieutenant Joshua to the front, and to take your 
own place on the mount; but, when you have done 
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this, call in to your assistance any and every man, 
woman, and child who can do anything to help you 
in the work you have to accomplish there. 

But, on the other hand, never abandon the 
leadership. Moses might easily have said: ‘I am 
at length exhausted with this weariness. Hands 
and head and heart are alike heavy. The Lord 
does not hear me as heretofore. Twice, thrice, 
nay, seven times to-day Amalek has prevailed, and 
my people have been turned back. This is my 
second failure. I grieved God at Horeb; surely, He 
has departed from me. Aaron, you and Joshua 
must now take the command. Iam going to my 
tent. I am going down—to resign.’ But there 
was nothing of this, either in his heart or on his 
lips. Indeed, no God-appointed leader has either 
the power or the right to abdicate. And the 
greatest men may wisely and rightly accept in their 
hours of difficulty the assistance of very much 
smaller people. If Moses, probably the greatest 
man who has lived—did he not meet death alone, 
and talk with God face to face ?—if Moses was not 
above accepting that simple and yet sympathetic 
help from Hur, we need not fear to lose anything 
by allowing the weakest of our Soldiers or the 
feeblest of our children to hold up our hands. 

8. It is the duty of leaders to gwe full credit 
to all those who labour with them. The service 
rendered by Aaron and Hur on that day will be an 
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everlasting memorial of honour to them. From 
generation to generation the story will be told of 
how they helped to avert a frightful catastrophe ; 
and it was Moses himself who placed it upon 
record. He wrote the report, as we read it in 
Exodus, in the splendid simplicity of truth. It is 
said that one of the greatest marks of leadership is 
the ability to attract the services and devotion of 
other noble hearts and able minds. But is not 
this because nearly all true leadership—at any rate 
in the service of God—is largely inspired by a 
generosity which disdains to withhold from any 
man the credit, and every bit of the credit, of any 
“service which he has rendered to God and His 
Kingdom? What a continuing glory it is to Aaron, 
Hur, and Joshua to have been so pre-eminently 
commended and honoured by Moses! But is not 
the honour to the leader himself greater still ? 
You will see that he might so easily have left the 
names of Aaron and Hur out of the record, even if 
he had mentioned Joshua. How simple it would 
have been to have said that Moses’ hands were 
heavy, but that he received some little assistance 
from one or two comrades, and by this means 
overcame the difficulty, so that the battle was 
won ! 

Now, I believe that here is one of the great 
mistakes of many Salvation Army Officers, and one 
of the reasons which hinder some of them from 
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obtaining that hearty sympathy and thorough- 
going co-operation without which they cannot 
hope to be permanently successful in their work. 
They so seldom say ‘Thank you.’ They so often 
begrudge the right-down hearty ‘ Well done!’ to 
people who toil and struggle, and pinch and fight 
for The Army. They are sometimes unwilling to 
acknowledge success in others, even when they see 
it ; and instead of picking out what is good in those 
around them, and praising God for it, and honouring 
them for all the Holy Spirit has done in them and by 
them, they are looking out for the weaknesses and 
badnesses and inconsistencies and backslidings of 
their people. My comrades, this is not the way to 
accomplish the defeat of Amalek. This is not the 
way to raise up Aarons, and Hurs, and Joshuas in 
our Israel. It was not after this plan that Moses 
succeeded in converting that horde of degraded 
slaves into a conquering army and a great nation. 
No, no; honour to whom honour is due. Cannot 
you picture Moses coming down that mountain 
side with his whitened hair and shining face, just 
as the sun was setting that evening, leaning upon 
the arms of his faithful helpers, amidst the ringing 
cheers of the victorious host? Can you not call 
up the kind of smile there would be on his face as 
he beamed upon Aaron and Hur, and made the 
people understand that but for them there might 
have been a very different twilight to that summer’s 
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day? Captain, Major, Colonel, you have as true 
hearts and hands around you as Moses had; go 
and deserve to have them, by following Moses’ 
example, in the unstinting and generous recognition 
and reward of the help they have given to you and 
the service they have rendered to your Lord. 
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XX. 
‘The Power of His Resurrection.’ 


AN EASTER MEDITATION. 


That I may know him, and the power of his resur- 
rection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made 
conformable unto his death ; if by any means I might 
attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 

Philippians iii, 10, 11. 


DEAD! Yes, and buried ! 

Until the last moment they had sustained a 
lingering hope that by some unlooked-for agency 
the horrid and humiliating climax might be averted. 
Mary thought of the angels that heralded His birth, 
and wondered whether they would not come again. 
John remembered the Mount of Transfiguration, 
and hoped to the end. Even amongst the throng 
before the Cross some had a kind of blind notion 
that this Man was different, and when He prayed 
aloud they said, ‘ Hold, let us see if Elias will come 
to save Him.’ 

But Elias did not come and now it is all over. 
He is dead. Herod and Pilate and the Priests and 
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the Traitor and all those had triumphed. They 
had done their worst—and done it well. In fact 
so great had been the flourish and the public com- 
motion that everybody knew that He was really 
dead. No doubt about that! All Jerusalem, with 
the Roman Garrison and the strangers present, saw 
His side pierced, heard His last groan and watched 
Him die. Clearly this strange controversy is 
closed, settled, done,—and the Man is dead. 

He said He would rise again! Very well—we 
shall see! Geta stone and some wax, the sentries 
and a seal. Now let be. Good-night, Mr. Joseph 
Arimathea—your friends had better make them- 
selves scarce for a few days while things quieten 
down a little in the city! This nonsense is played 
out at last! 

Have not many of us, at times, something 
very similar in our lives? Are there not strange 
events, unlooked-for catastrophes, heart-breaking 
bereavements, mysterious contradictions, un- 
fathomed problems strewed along our path in 
which it seems as though by some sudden combina- 
tion the very heavens are blotted out? Do we not 
sometimes feel like the pelican in the wilderness, 
or the sheep among wolves, or the stranger left by 
the caravan in the desert to die alone in a dry and 
thirsty land where no water is? Let us look then 
for a few moments at the position of those first 
Brothers and Sisters of the Salvationists, with the 
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Dead Christ lying in that eastern tomb. Perhaps 
we may find a lesson for our own hearts. 


It was a great trial of faith. The death of 
Jesus placed the little Kingdom He had established 
in an utterly helpless plight. Broken, scattered, 
and astonished—most of the disciples were gone. 
Peter, a chief man among the inner circle—had 
fallen into open backsliding—nobody knew quite 
how to regard him. He seems to have given the 
whole business up, for we find him almost immedi- 
ately announcing to two or three, ‘I go a-fishing.’ 
It is the language of dark depression, if not of 
despair. ‘This present hope of ours is only a 
hope ’—he would argue, ‘I must look round. 
Jesus is, well, He is certainly dead, and—you 
know—one must live. Here’s an old boat of mine 
which I never actually disposed of—I thought it 
might be wise to have something to fall back upon, 
if at any time . . . ;—anyhow “I go a-fishing!”’’ 
In times of great trial the test is in many cases most 
severe, in regard to a man’s material possessions or 
prospects. ‘You can’t live,’ the temptation goes, 
‘without this or that, and this trial or upheaval 
will deprive you of it unless you act quickly.’ And 
80 poor Peter still a ‘I go a- name 


It iesencat sO ee oid nec a comin: 
with what they had both seen and hoped. It was 
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only a day or two before that the multitude was 
shouting, ‘ Blessed is he that cometh in the Name 
of the Lord!’ Things then looked so hopeful. His 
healing power, the authority of His teaching, the 
divinity of His miracles, had never seemed so con- 
vineing. They had even ventured to talk to Him 
about sitting on the thrones with Him in the 
Kingdom of Heaven! And now! 

Thus itis with us. Life’s heaviest blows often 
come most unexpectedly. Death appears, and our 
astonishment is even greater than our grief. 
Losses arise, and we are petrified with surprise as 
our treasure disappears in the most unlikely direc- 
tion. Friends or comrades fail us and amazement 
almost chokes us. Indeed it is true that we know 
not the depth of any heart, we know not what a day 
may bring forth. 


And then was it not rather a departure from 
what He had led them to expect? Ah, that was 
the worst of all. They had thought Him the Truth 
—could it be possible that ? No. No. And 
yet they certainly had understood Him to say that 
He was the Life, that they should not see death if 
they believed in Him, that the Father was in Him; 
and that when He was in glory and kingship, they 
should be with Him. How could it all be harmo- 
nised? Here was Jerusalem going on just as 
before—buying, selling, cursing, laughing, dying, 
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eating, drinking, marrying— how could these 
things be ? 

Ah, do you expect to onder all God’s 
ways with you? Do you want a reason for every 
dispensation, an explanation of every mystery 
before you can trust Him? ‘Then there would be 
anend of Faith. It is the darkness which makes 
Faith a reality. It is the obscurity which calls- 
forth Trust. It is the ignorance which proves the 
committal of the soul. 

‘The steps of Faith 
Fail on the seeming void, 
And find the Rock beneath.’ 


It is a common mistake to view religion as 
merely a state of safety. It is not even that 
unless it is also much beside. It is the creation 
of a new life, the moulding of a new man, the 
blending of new powers, the living out of a new 
revelation, the Building up of a New Character. 
And how can that be done except by storm, by 
sorrow, by trial, by buffeting, by disappointment, 
by crucifying the old man, by mortifying the flesh, 
by smashing up self and pride, by the agony of 
disappointed hopes and the loss of anticipated joys, 
and by obedience to the law of suffering and love. 


And Christ left ai siiiee shay most Rabid 
Him. His face was hidden. Darkness veiled the 
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sky. Providence seemed to join with Herod and 
Jerusalem in frowning upon them! They could 
almost take up their dying Master’s cry and say, 
‘My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken us ?’ 
And when they cried there was no answer. 


Do we not know what that is also? Have we 
not times in which prayer fails and hope dies 
down to a poor flicker, and we can do nothing and 
think nothing, and when we feel as dead men that 
cumber the ground? Do we not know what it 
means to walk about with that sickening of the 
_ heart which makes our food like bitter herbs, and 

in the morning makes us wish for evening, and at 
night makes us long for the morning? Such times 
will come. They also are for the fulfilling of His 
purpose. Nothing is by chance in our lives; if we 
trust Him, all is by love. 


The Resurrection was a sensation. It came in 
upon the world with the suddenness of an earth- 
quake. It was the last thing any one expected. 
The disciples were, perhaps, most astonished of 
all! It was not in that direction they looked for 
deliverance, if they looked for it at all. The one 
word Impossible—writ large and plain—closed up 
that road. And yet by that way Salvation came. 
The unexpected. happened! Once more God 
improved upon Himself. Once more He took 
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dust and raised up, this time, the Conquering 
Man. 

It could not be gainsayed. There it was—a 
Fact—nay THE Fact. It shook to the roots 
every one who heard of it, and transformed every 
one who believed it, and made every one who 
rejected it mad with rage and hate. It is still the 
dividing principle. Those who are with Jesus 
Christ have been made alive from the dead by 
believing in Him. Those who are against Him 
care nothing for His Resurrection; to them He is 
but ‘a root out of a dry ground.’ 


And it will be the power of His Resurrection 
which will work out your deliverance. Hold on in 
the dark, and out of the Land of the Impossible 
life and light and love and power will come to you. 
Do not give up! Do not go a-fishing! Do not 
complain! He seems to be dead, but He is alive 
for evermore. He hides His face for a little while, 
but He loves you with an everlasting love. It 
seems as though He has forgotten, but He cannot 
forget. 

‘ Before the Throne my Surety stands 
And pours the all-prevailing prayer, 

Points to His side, wplifts lis hands, 
And shows that I am graven there.’ 
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And victory for you will mean victory for others. 
Jesus will reveal Himself through you. Men shall 
see your smile and hear your testimony and note 
the witness of your humility and faith and patience 
and kindness—your gentleness in trial, your long- 
suffering in provocation, your joy in sorrow, your 
peace in the storm, and they shall say just as 
men said to one another in Jerusalem when they 
saw the exultant looks and triumphant steps of 
the disciples after the Resurrection, ‘Why, Jesus 
must be risen again—this is none other than the 
Power of His Resurrection—it is like life from the 


~ dead !’ 


To you it is given, by the life and power of 
Jesus, to show forth the Impossible accomplished. 
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